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ſelves. 


A C1 LEES 


TO 
THE HONOVRABLE 
HOVSE OF COMMONS 


now Aſſembled in PaxtLIamEgNT. 


Sen firſt it pleaſed You to re- 
WA re onr ſervice in Preaching 
LYSA at Your late Publike Faſt, we | 
+ ; a> 7e/ol ved to cloſe our eyes againſt þ 
all Clouds of d ſcouragement a= 
riſing ſrom our owne unworthineſſe and inſuffi- 
ciency, and to ſet our ſelves wholly to ſeek what 
the Lord would command «s to deliver in his 
Name at ſuch a time toſuch an Honourable and | 
awfull AſSembly, with a totall denial of our Plalax;, 83 


And albeit we ſhould have beene glad to have 


beene ſpared this expoong of our ſeives.t9. 


ia + —— 


Wd 


The Epiltle 

publike view ; yet, You appointi-g other wiſ”, 
we bold it equall that the joynt entreaty of the 
Repreſentative Body.of the whole Commu- 
nalty of the kingdome ſhould be regarded, and 
have choſen rather that others ſhould cenſure us 
of weakeneſle, than You ſhould <charge us 
with Diſobedience : Your Requeſt being no 
lefſe than a command ; and Your acceptance 
ſufficient to give value to things of themſelves 

both meane and worthleſſe. : 

Wherefore, according to our Duty, fo wi:- 
lingly as the conſciouſneſſe of our ſlender perfor- 
mances would permit, we obey Your Order, and 
doe now, although ſomewhat late, humbly offer 
theſe two plaine Sermons (for, who expe&is other 


in a Faſt?) at the footſtodle of Your Tribu- 


nall, as « laſting Monument of Our Gratitude 
for Your encouraging Approbation of,. and 
ſolemne Thankes for our weake endeavonrs in 
the preaching of them. 

If in ſome places we have taken that juſt li- 
* berty Which all» others. have done before us, 
ww it ſhall not be imputed ; ſo long «s in the 
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Dedicatory. 
nt material paſſages we have kept to the very 


words Which at firjt wee uſed, ſo farre as was 
neceſſary; and have not wittingly ſwerved an 


| haires bredth from the MN and ſubſtance in the 
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Wee have indeed OnT off ſome Repetitions, 
Which in ſpeaking had their uſe, themore to in- 
culcate, and the better to ſet on the matter, but 
Would not have been ſo gratefull in Writing, be- 
cauſe Reaaers account every thing toolong that 
hath: any thing too much. Te have likew1/e con- 
trafted ſome expreſſions, Which in diſcourſes of 
fo muchlength, could hardly be ſo conciſe as wee 
defired, Memory being not alwayes at hand to 
give birth to every Conception of our minds in 

ſuch formes as wee intenaed. And ſome few 
nab we have added, Where ſtraites of time, or 
defeft of memory made ſome balkes i in the fi rf 
delivery. 

What ever our performances be, we bumb-= 
ly leave them in Jour bands; and andsr Your 
| Hlonourable Protefiion, which we are hold toex= — 
beth, becauſe. they a are by Tur owne A daogs, 7" 
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The Epiſtle 
from us, and that in a time ſo queaſte and di- \ * 
ftempered as can hardly beare th:t feod, or Phy{ik | ' 
Which & needfull for it, Seldome doth a wile | 
Reproofe, a neceſſary Exhortation, or Who!- 
ſome DoErine meet with an obedient Eare. | 

The God of Heaven ſteere all Your w:ighty | 
conſultations by his ewn Comiſell, to hus owne 
Glory ; cover You ſtull under his own Wing and | 
make ou the moFt accompliſht beſtunited, & 
moſt ſucceſſefull & glorious houle of Com- 

ORE aaa ay that ever ſate nthat High Coutr ; but 

our joynt & Cbiefly in the effeFFuall endeavouring of a fur- 

earneſt ſait they SanEtion of, and ſtronger Guard about our 
uo Hog true Palladium, the true Religion, already 
and we now eſtabliſhed among us ; in the perfe ting of the | 

_—_ Reformation of it , in the erefing, maintai- | 

your hearts ning, proteffing, aud incouraging of an able, 

and canes, Lodly, Faithfull, zealous, profitable, Preaching 

25 Benhail,  Miniſtery, in every Pariſh Church and 


Obae4h and pell throughout England and WW ales ; and in the 
interceding to the Kings. ſacred Majeſty for 
the ſetting up of « Faithfull, Indicow , and 


DT es 
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| b, . 
*0F-105; Zealows Magiltracy, where yet the ſane is 
| F7 < : __ | wattting, 


Dedicatory. 

| Wanting, to bee ever at band to batk ſuch a Mi- 
| niltery : Without either of which, not only the 
| power of Godlineſle will ſoone degenerate in- 
| coformality, and zeale into Lukewarmeneſſe ; 
| but, Popery Arminianiſme, Socinianiſme, 
Prophaneneſle, Apoſtacy , and Atheiſme 
it ſelfe will more and more croud in upon us, and 
| prevaile againFt us, doe You all You can by all 
| other meanes. 
| Andnow,commending You to God and | 
tothe Word of his grace, which is able ro 4#* 20 33+ 
{ build No up further, and to give Youan 
| inheritance among all them which bee 

ſanQifed ; and theſe our Labonrs to his fur- = 
| ther bleſſung,whereby all may ſpeedily be _ 
| under the line of his Covenant, Which # The Sunane 
our ſafety; that hte may continue With us, of both Sx- 
which is our Glory , and wee with him, "0 
which is our happineſſe : we reſt, 


Yours, moſt devoted to the ſervice 
"of Your Faith in all Dutic, 


Cornelius Burges. I 
Stephen a: " 5 Ss = ; ow. 
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The Preface uſed in Preaching , be- 


fore the Text was read. : 


Hat great Apoſtle Saint Paul, when he | 
bad doe - wiſe men, held it a point bh, > —_ 
-þ wif: aome to þ4 e by ſome thines which reaſon of the 

e would not have wayved amone meaner nee _ 
Capacities. His pradtiſe ſhall be now my : 
preſident. 

Thu honourable Aſſembly having de- 

ſigned me to beare ſo great a ſhare inthis weightie Warke , I 
hold it my dutie to conſider, that, how weake and unworthy ſo 
ever 1 my ſelfe be , yet 1 am now to ſpeake to Wiſe Men, 
who need not ſo much to be Catechiſed touching the Nature, 
4s to be incited and quickned to the principall Ule of a Re- 
ligious Faſt, which confiſteth not ſolely in {ach drawing neere 
t0:God by extraordinary Prayer and Humiliation 4s may pro- | 
duce 4 torall divorce from our deereſt Luſts, but alſo ( and that 
more es 7M in a particular , formall , ſolemme , entire 


engaging and avg of our ſelves, by an indiſſeluble Co- 


1 , 
| — 2k ——-\ 


venant , t0 that G whoſe face and fav wwe 8, aud 
Andthis 1 apprehend to be ſubjetF fore neceſſary, by how : 


4 


4 The firſt Sermon, at the late Faſt 


Introdu- 


Him, 


Leer. 3 433 
29. 10, 


ſpirits even of Gods owne people , once caſt underany 
great extreamitie, with any hope of reſcue. 

T his was Iudah's caſe. Before the Babylonian had laid 
this yoke on their necks, God had plainly revealed, and 
often inculcatcd that it ſhould lye upon them juſt 70. 
yeeres and no longer, after which they ſhould have li- 
bertie of returneto their owne Land againe. . Howbeir, 
the weight of their miſery , theabſence of God, ( who 
had caſt them ont of his ſight) together with the infolence 
and crueltie of their proud oppreſlors, had throwne 
them downe ſolow in adiſconſolate condition, that no- 
thing which God could either now oy or doe, was ſufh- 
cientto raiſe up their hearts toany aflurance of returne. 
The ſame ſtrength which Luſt hath to draw men from 
obedience, it will ſurely have afterwards to drive men 
from beleeving , intheir greateſt neceſſities of living 
by fatth. | 

The maine beame which ſtuckein their eyes to hin- 
der ther fight of deliverance promiſed, was, the great- 
neſſe and invincible potency of the Chaldean Monar- 
chy(then in her pride)and more eſpecially the ſtrength 
of Babylon the Queene and Mifſtreſſe of that puiflant 


- Empire, How could they hope to be delivered , when 


Ifay 49. 24. 


ſhe that commanded the world detained them > Shall 
the prey be taken fromthe Mightie, or the lawfull captive de- 
livered ? | 

To cure them therefore of this deſperate deſponfion 
of minde , the Lordftirred up this Prophet toforetell 
the totall and finall ſubverſion and ruine of Babylon and 
ef that whole Monarchy ; and further, todeclare from 
God that thedeſolation thereof, ſhould be the diſſolu- 
tion of the captivitie of 14da/ init. The better to aſ- 


_ furethem ofallthis, 7erexzjab wrotethe whole Prophecy 


again(t 


Of the Commons Houſe of Parliament. 5] 
againſt Babylon ( contained in this Chapter and the next 7,94 u.. 
tollowing ) ina Book by itſelf, which he ſent to Babylon 1gn.. - 
by the hand of Serazah( Lord Chamberlaine to Zedekiah, Jer.s1.59. 
and now going inan Embaſle from his Maſter to Great 
NevzuchadnezZar ) with Command from the Prophet 
thar,atterthe reading thereofto the captives, he ſhould 

binde a ſtone unts it, and caſt it intothemidſt of Euphrates, 

with this ſaying pronounced over it, Thws ſhall Babylon 
ſinke, and ſhall not riſe, &c. 

But, to haſten to my. Text, In the five firſt verſes of 

this Chapter , the Prophet ſummarily compriſeth the 
ſubſtance of his whole Prophecy againſt Babylon , de- 
claring;1. her deſtzuttion, 2. the Meanes, 3. the conſe- 

quent thereof to the people of God. 

And firſt, he makes Proclamation , andan 0yes! as x, 

it were, toall the world, tocome and behold the Great 

Worke he was to doe againft Baby/on the chiefe Citie of 

the Empire, againſt Bethe chiefe Idol of that Citie, 

and againſt Merodach the glory both of that Citie and 
Empire; yea,though the King then reigning when God 

meant todeftroy it, ſhould prove as potent as that great 

King, the firſt of that name, whotor reſtoring the de- 

clining Empire to her ancient Splendor, and for tranſla- 

ting the Imperiall Seat from Nineve to Babylon, was by 
evicie worſhipped as a God, and transferred his 
name toall his ſucceſſors, as the name of Pharaoh to the 
Egyptian Kings, of Bexhadad to the Syrian Monarchs, 
_ of Auguſtus to the Romane Emperours. Although 
all theſe Fould be joyned together to withſtand the 
downfall of that Monarchy , yet deſolation ſhould be 
brought over them all, they ſhould all be confounded 
and removed forever, Yer. I, 2. and all tomake way 

for the deliverance of the.Church, . | | 


< ja firſt Sermon, at the late Faſt 


mtroda. But what ſhould be the eaves of ſuch an unexpected *' 
109, defitruction> This wasto be done by an Army trom the 
| Nerth, that is, by the Meacsand Perſzars, both of which, 
but more eſpecially 'the Meges, were lituated towards 
Omae malzin the North from Babylon , and theretore ominous, That 
% 149%. rhelewere the men, appeares more fully by their de- 
icription in the re{1due of this; and of the 5x. Chapter. 
This Northera Army ſhould be the confufion of Baby- 
loz, the confuſion of Baby/oz ſhould prove rhe reſtorin g 
of the Church ( ver/. 3.) And the reſtoring of the 
Church ſhould produce a Cowvenart with God. 

For, behold, the iflue and conſequent of the ruine of 
Babyloz was, the return of the captive Jews, from theace 
to Jerufalem , and a renewing Covenant with him that 
kad ſhewedſpch mercy on:them, verſe 4, 5. 

For, 1:thaſe dayes, and in;that time, ſaith the Lord, the 
children. of Tſracl ſball come, th:y andthe childrenof Indah 
rogether, going andweeping, they ſhall goe and ſcek the Lord 
their God. They ſhall aske the way to Zion with their faces 
thitherward, faying, Come and let us joyne our ſelves tothe 

' Lordin an everlaſtinz Covenant.that ſhall not be forgotten. 
This beganto be tulfilled at the end of 70. yeeres deter- 
mined, when the Empire was firſt over-run and ſubdued 


wg 191.35 by Cyr#s.the Perſian. For he made Proclamation of li- 


bertie to returne,, inthe firit yeere of his reigne. And 
when they returned , this was their deportment ; they 
went weeping ; and , to ſeeke the Lord their God, They 
£oz, not ſomuchto repoſleſle their ancient-patrimony 
and inheritance, and to grow richin the world, as to 
ſeeke aud finde:the Lord their God, and that with are- 
{olution.to enter into Covenant with Him , and ſuch a 
Covenant as ſhould never be forgotten, but daily remem-' 


bred and carefully performed. 
Lou 


You now ſee the Context, Should-I now divide the 
Text, I might ſhew you here 
C_ Fuſt, an A&, exprefled by their induſtry, inſettivg 
{ upon a long and tedious journey to Zioh, They ſha 
| a ke the wan to Zion. 2-47 
Secondly, the -zayner howthey manage this jour. 
ney, it1s 
_ - Cr, With all iztenti0n of ſpirit, they aske the 
way to Zion, with their faces thitherward. 


| '2, With fervent charitie towards, and mutuall 
_ 


* =Zeale for cach other, to quicken and in- 
| | flame one another to the ſame work, ſayine, 
| Come. 
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I Strodu- 
ion, 
ACTHs, 


Aodss, 


| Thirdly , the end of their journey which, ( with ſo #;z7, 


much intention of ſpirit andinflamed charitie, calling 
| and crying to one another in ſuch a manner, ) they ſet 
| upon; allwasforthis : Let #s joyne our ſelves to the Lord 
in an everlaſting Covenant that jHall not be forgotten. + 


I might eafily alſo caſt out theſe generals of the Text 
wmto many lefler branches: but it 1s not nowa time to 
trifle, or to play with a Text. Yea, Iſhallnot diftin@ly 
proſecute all the parts already laid out, but (as thedutie 
of this day requireth ) in(ift rather upon that which is 
the maine, and bring in the other as ſubordinate there- 
unto, by occa{tonafterwards, in explication of the prin- 
Cipall point. Forwe ſee troopes in the Text bound for 
Zion, and, ſobaſty thitherward, that they ſalute not any 
214n by the may,nor ſo much as looke alide any way: they 
goe with their faces thitherward : all the ſtay they make, 
is but tocall others alon g with theny, and amore ſt theſe, 
us, ſaying, Come. And, what is the bufinefle, the end: 
of all thishaſt> Norhing but this, Let ws joyne onr ſelves 
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$ ' The firſt Sermon, at the late Faſf 
unto the Lordin an everlaſting Covenant, &c. This, how- 
everit were laſt inexecution, yet was it firſt in their in- 
tention, inthe undertaking of this journey, and there- 

fore now muſt be principally in(ifted upon. 
You ſee here a people looſed from the Babyloniſh 
captivitie, and returning to Zioz + and, intheir returne 
x" aa this in their hearts,in their mouthes,and in their 
endeavours, namely, upon the receipt of this mercy, to 
make ſpecd totheir God , toenterinto a new Contract 
and folemne Covenant with him. So that. now the 
' chiefe , and only point of inſtruction which I ſhall re- 
commend to, aud prefle upon you, and.mine own heart 

with you, is plainly this, that 

The maine PWWhen God vouchſafes any deliverance to his Church, e- 
per nirmy, 7 ſpecially from Babylon, then ts it moſt ſeaſonable and moſt ne- 
' Ceſſary rocloſe with God by amore ſolemne, ſtrict, and invi- 

[able Covenant to be his, and only hu for ever. 
In proſecuting this point ( wherein I reſolve to be 
plaine, and incarneft ) I ſhall firſt ſhew you the 3: of it, 


that it is ſo. Next, the av%, if you will, how and inwhat 


2anner this muſt be done. Thirdly , the 9%7:, the 
grounas and reaſonsof it: and fo proceed tothe Appli- 


Cation. 
1."0x. 44 Forthe firſt, the 3", that it is ſo, this will appeare, 
ft. _ _ 1, More generally , upon receipt of any deliyerance. 
That it 1510,  . ; : 

2. More ſpecially, upon any deliverance from Babylow 

above all other. = af | | 
Proved. 1, In generall, that thisuſe muſt be made of any de- 


1. More ge- liverance, appeares both by precept,aud example in ho- 
ly Scripture. Weſhall carry them along together. 

In Dest. 29, you ſhall finde Moſes requiring the peo- 
Ex6. ry. 5, PI tocnterinto a ſpeciall Covenant with God, beſide the 
-&c, ſolemne Covenant which he made with them ( and they ri 

in 


gcrally. 


Of the Commons Houſe of Parliament. ©» 
bins) ix:Horeb,) To'induee them thereunito; Moſes re-'x. Thut it 
freſheth their memory with the repetition ot tepreſtn. « /s , in” 
tation of the many deliverances God had giver? unto the gene- 
ther, out of- Zgypz, and in the wildernefle by the ſpace rall. 
| of fortie yeercs; together with the wonders atid mira: The firſt ſo- 
cles which he.daily-wrought for them. -* And in the [ne Cove- 
ſeventh ver. he tels them, that when ye came irito this place they paſſed 
 { rhatis,into the Land of Moab) Sihonthe King of Heſhbon, into, was = 
and 0 7 the K ing of Baſhay, Came out againſt us unto batte[l, ” on 
and we ſmote them, &c. Whatthen ? Here is deliverance of Egypr. 
upon deliverance,and the inference is, Keep therefore the V1 "+ 
words of thi Covenant and dee them,verſ.9. But, that isthe 
Covenant on Gods part, you will fay ?: True, butthar is 
notall::: He therefore prefleth them to an'aQtuall perſo- 
all Covenant-on their parts,” and that upon confidera- 
tionof ſo manydeliyeratices. This was his maine buſi: 
nefſe with them at the Lords own command, ' There- 7: 
forein verſ..10. he thus beſpeaks them, Yeftandthis day a (ccond 
#{.of+ you before 1he Lord your God; your Caftdihhes of your Covcnancya- 
4ribes, your Elders, and yout Officers, with all themes of tf a or 
rael, your little ones , your wives , and thy ſtranger that ts tn thc fir when 
. thy Came, from the bewer of thy wood to the arawer of thy **Y _—_ 
waiter, That thou ſhonldſt enter into Covenant with the Lord 5 pu 6 me 2 
thy Gdd ,- and into bis Oath which the Lbril thy God muaketh ſhortly after 
withthre this day, Andin verſ. 14. he addeth.* Neither ren OT 
with you'only ave I make-this Corvenant , and this oath , but ; 
with him that\ſtandeth here with"#sthis day before the'Lord 
aur God; and alſo with him that ts ndÞhere with us this day. 
Thus youſeea Covenant required; ftrick*n, atid ratift- 
ed by folemne Oath of God and hispeoplemutually to 
one another: they binde themfelvesby ſolemne Oath 
£0 him; as he by Oath had:bound | himfelfe ro them. 
Thus then.it was.in the time of: «Moſes, No cniinent 
"" "Ps deliverance 
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10 ThefhſtSrrmon, @ the late Faſt 
I. That {t deliverance went before, buta ſolemne Covenant fol. 


i ſp, in lowedatter*. And, To ſweare a Covenant, isno newde. 
_ the gene> vice, 


wo humane invention, nor arbitrary Action. - - 
I will give you but oge inſtance mare (among many) 


rall. 


* As Mo of this kinds, 286 it &thatof 4/4, thatgoad and rehi. - 


drew the pco- 


ple ingo a Co. QHUS King of Inaah. W hen Ger PU the Ethiopian 1nfe- 
vozaxe before ited his kingdome with an hugearmy , even 1000800, 
rack enrranceand 300 Chariots, 2 Chron.14. 4{etallsto praying, God 
2a; ſo dig Neard him ; they joyned battell, 4/a obtained the vie 
Loſe allo,at- Or, and carryed away wery mech fpoile, What was the 
I iflue > Another Covenant. Y 
it, Joſ.24, For, in Chap. 15. youſhall finde that, preſently npon 
35,25. 50 this, Godaddreſfetha Prophet to 4/a, ( Azaricb the 
upon the de. [QBRE of QRed ) to tell him and thepeople, The Lord i 
liverance of With Ok while ye bewith hins, And , tas e them 
_ _— tocloſe with God, he addes, in werſ. 7. Be ye ſtrong there- 
of that blou-. #6, 684 {ts #41 yaur hands be megke + far your worke ſhall be 
dy monſter rewarded. ce Lops nat only warke for God, but be 
2 Xing. 11, 08 FOhisworke ; and that chey. might beſo, there 
17. Wasno way like tothat of entringiato a Coverer; with 

him. For, ſo 4ſaunderſtodd it, as appeares by the nexc 


worgs, where it is ſaid , Aſs, when he beard theſe words, | 
tagke cdurage; and , although he had before done muck, $: 


2 Ch19n,14. 10 purging the Citics of Judah of Idalatry, and Idals,of 
high places, Images, and groves, yet now he Yoes ON to 
amore thorough reformation, and put avsy the remain. 


der of «bominable ldels aut of all the Land of Indeb and Bey. 
Jain 414 out of the Cities which he had tabe from Itounc | 


Epbraim , «nd renewed the Altar of the Lord ; for wver 
where Idols 


hepullethdownethe one, and ſetterh up the other, 
And not this alone , but he offered untothe Lord a 


great /«criſfice , and both himſelte and his poople evred * 


imo | 


goe up, Gods Altars goedowne, therefore 


t Me aniaks FIRITTAY AT SETS 1 55S 


5 and under the higheſt penaltie of death it ſelte to ml 
MD notoblietye it. 


? 


F 
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110 4 Covenant boy ceke the Lord God of their fathers, with tr. That it 
all their heart , ana with all their ſoule, that whoſoever would © ſo, in © 
mot ſecke the Lord Godof Iſrael, ſhould be put ts death, whe- the gene- 
ther ſmall or great, whether man or woman ; and they ſware rall. 
_ wntothe Lord with 4 lond Dore, and with ng, «nd with _ 
5 irumpets, andwith Cornets. And all this, ummediately 
< upod the deliverance and victory which he had obtain- 
-ed : for, inverſ. 11.itis ſaid expreſlely, that they offered 
—w#/2 the Lord, tht ſame tine (or, in thet very day) of the 


[= file which they had broug ht, 5 00s Oxen, and peo. Sheepe; 


Ztneeving of thoſe, which they hc d carryed away from *7” 3- is: 
-Ithe Ethiopians that came out to battaile 1.5 Qs fs 


. Sb that now you ſceabother ſolemne Covenant entied hath it in the 


MP into, fiot by effealone, but by all thepeople of God: SW rs ec 
< Covenantiolerhnized in publique by Serryfice, by Oath, :4 Prices,” 


> Lyya is per 
Gn; regen A for 
 Inpusfuicof which Covenant , ſee whathe preſently « zom.againg 
did... Heparedijot his owne: Mother that regarded it P*i! of idol. 
not. For, whetrhe perceived that, notwithſtanding this ;,,,;...,4.; 
Covenant, the Queene his Mother , Aeerh4 , would 23,24, &c. 


- 
< 


/ Jam | 


_ reſt) one abominable 1dol, in a grove , ſo obſcene asit 28. 
| tsQot ficto be nartied : ( Abalenſſs * obſerveth that ir was 2. Folix 


- 1N 0ftauio An 


Priapees and conjectureth thence, that ſhe was not oy, orat. 


a pgrofſe Idolatrefſe,but an gbpminable Rrumper: Þ for, conc. 1dol.rer- 
ordivarily , Idolatry and adultety, ſpirituall and bodily '* Apo 


fornication goe togerbet ©) Ir is ſaid, that hr removeds. il Cop. 
her from being ,Queent , becunſe (bt heel wade ins 1edet ry s 3 mpl.in Aſa, 
grove, andl Aſa cut down her Idol, and ftamps it ,onel buent it ,,, g = 
at the brooke Kidron , werſ7, 16, Whichpaflage is expreft dem in Num. 
withan emphaſis, in x King, 15.27. Alſs Mwacha bi Mo |"-P3S: 572. 
ther, cotx Her he removed from being Nuceac, Although ae, 

avi, © Dueene, 


wy —— 
- l —_ - ———_— 
dani 


- — —_ 
- — 


_ 
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2 _ The firſt Sermon, at the late Faſs 


1. That it 2ueent, although a Mother *, yet even her he depofed 
« fo. from her dignitie. 
* Some ſup- This he did, and this he muſt doe, not only by reaſon 
pou 2 to of that voluntary Covenant into which he had entred, 
Grand-mo. but by vertue of the ſpeciall Command of God him- 
ther, others ſelfe,in whateverrelation ſhe had ſtood unto him, Yea, 


ſay ſhe was - . 
hs own Ml 1N Det. 13. 6. the Law was more tri, for though ſhe 


ther, of the had been neerer than a Mother, even the wife of his bo- 
fame name (qpze, yet if ſhewere an Idolater, and ſhould extiſe hins 
—_ = ». ſecretly, ſaying, Let us goe and ſerve other Gods, ſhe muſt 
ther,which is have been put to death, and his own hand muſt have been firſt 
Lore Proda” gpon her, verl. g. | 

5d 3. on < Younow "ho the point proved in the generall, that 
{tiles her ſo, thus it.is with Gods people z upon any notable deliver- 
* Yea, ſome. 4NCe *, they enter anew into- ſo/emne and ftrict Covenant 
times upon with God. | 
c—_ 2. But more eſpecially ought this to be the care of 
Judgemenes the Church , when God gives her deliverance out of 


fclc,orfeared. Babylon, out of that ſervitude and:bondage which of all 

24-29-19 other was moſt hoavy, and lay longeft on her. See this 
$34. : ES 

31,;zz22 1n ſome inſtances, both on Gods partayming at this in 

2. In ſpe- giving deliverance, and on his peoples part performing 

ciall, thisatter deliverancefrom Babylon. 

On Gods part, firſt, This was foreſhewed under the 

ſtmilitude of the basket of good figs, Jer. 24. 5. There it 

4 is ſaid by the Lord, the God of Iſrael, Like theſe good figs,(0 

will I acknowledge them that art carryed away Captive of 1n- 

aah, whom 1 have ſent out of this place into the Land of the 

Chaldeans for their good : for 1 will ſet mine eyes npon them 

for [24700 I will bring them againe to this Laud, 8c, And, 


inthe feyenth verſe it followeth, 1 will give them an heart 


#0 know me that I am the Lord, and 1 will be their God: for 


tary ſhall retnrne anto me with their whole heart, He will 
give 
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give them an heart toikyww him; to retwnac, and become x. That 5+ 
his people, which cantiot be without a Covenant. Againe i ſo, in 
That this is that which Gods heart is exceedingly ſet ſpeciall.. 
upon, and full of, namely, that he never meanttobring 
his people backe from Babylon, . but upon this yery con- 
dition ( albeit it was a greatwhile cre it was done, and 
therefore they thrived accordingly , as we ſhall ſhew a- 
non) will yet further appeare by many other paſſages 
of the Prophecy of 1eremy , to paſſe by ſundry Ces 
Prophecies uttered by 1/a:4h, Mira; andothers, . | 
In Jer. 30. 18. we:ſhall finde a Prophecy , that: this 
ſhould be done, ( and I ſhall ſhew, by and by, that it was 
afterwards performed) Behold, ſaith the Lord, Iwillbring 
againe the captivitie of Iacobs tents., and have mercy on his 
welling places, &c. and, inverſ.'215; Lwill, caufe /ums to. 
draw neere, and heſhall approach unto me, and then, as onc. 
aſſaredof it, and admiring at it, hepreſently adds ; for 
who i thus that engaged his heart to approach unts me , ſaith 
the Lord ? That is, both Governour and people , allof 
them.ſhould binde and engage themſelves ,{ not their 
outward man alone, but eventheir very heart and ſoule 
alſo.) by ſolemne Covenant to be the Lords.: That this 
was the meaning, iscleare by the next verſe.. Ze ſhallbe 
my people, and 1 will beyanr'God, For it wasſuchan exga- 
ging of their hearts, as thatione [houli:[ay, 14m the Loras ; 
and another ſhall call himſelfe by the name of Itcob : and an- 
other ſhall {ubſcribe with his hand untothe Lora,' and ſirname 
himſelfe by the name of Iſrael, Iſa. 44.5. _ Poſy1,&c. 
Soagaine, in Jer. 31, the Lotd having firſt promiſed 
to bring back the captivitie, he ſubjoynes ;- Behold, the 
duyes.come, ſaiththe Lord , that I will make a new Covenant 
wth the houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe of Indah : n0t: 
according ts the Covenant which 1 made with- their fathers, 
C 3 in. 
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s ſo, in my Civenamt-they brake , alchongh_J_ wes un 


ſpeciall, 


ano 
them, ſaith the Lord. Bus 1646:/hall be rihit Croenant that I 
will mak work the honfe of itfracl), After thoſt dayes , ſairh 
tht Lord , L will puo 0y Law: 6 ther amverd parts, ad 
rite it 1 thay arcs, ene wadbbpt heir God , mid they foul 
be my people, Hereis xCGovruanc, God begins the work, 
bur his people follow. They.umbrace the Covenant, and 
joyne-theraſelyes - by: mutual Covenant to him. He 
puts his Lawantotheis hearts, dot thitvery purpoſe, : 

One more. 'Ja'ier, ID. $7. there 14 & promeſe that 
God would gather his peopld out of all conbcries whi« 
therhs had\caft chania lhiswrath, and that he would 


bring: cheea back to:their ownplace, andcaule them co 
ducilGtely.' Ho preſently addeschis as the:produRtof 


that raercy'; ty [bail br wy people; and 15 ih be their God, 
and 1 will pie one hears , andone way that chey miny 


feare me for ever, 8c. I will make a3 rveria/ting Covenns. 
with 3 hem, +h11 1'will ot tarne nwviey Frome rhicks to alucbens. 
24, buy 1 will pre wey feare in heir leearts rhit they ſhall ner: 
_=— fromme- Which words go nb lefſtthanafolenm 

venant mutually tmademnt ftrucken berweene God 

Thusrhenyon fee, thany platacand pregaant places 
of Scripture ſhew , that the maine thing God on his 
partaymed at, and expeRed from his people in deliver. 
ing them from Buby ion, was,the firme and Lleinwe tying 


and engaging of themſelves by a formall and effetu-. 


allCovenantto him, add the yernembring and keepingof | 
it better than formetly they had done. 


Bur, ſecondly, alltheſc were but prophecies ſhewin 
Ws, 7s _ - 


it 


| zd ſhould be, Will you therefore ſea. 
the thing aRed, md all cheſe promiſes fulfilled > True. 


- 
# -< 6 oo w " "en 
” - 4 "Ip a» _— > V 


fore, inthe fit yeere af Cyr; an 


no 


the echtred. Ut .. arg I'9. v, 9 _ Way _m_ 1 A 


. wi» pe Og "v4 <> wa 2. 


tooke carein particular for the preaching of £ 
Afcor all this, heand et chepoogle ing _ T4 


WW ———e—y PTY pour oy 


Oftbe Canmenr:Hewenf Papliguent. "5 
it is indeed that the peaple did. pet gn-their parts per- I. Thet if 
farme this, they entred not info facha ſalemne Coye- « /o, in 
nant, ſo ſoonc as deliverance wes by Cy proclaimed, ſpeciall. 
and they ped accordingly. AMOS went Þe- 

d l8id the fenndation 
of the:Lards Houſe ; but weread of noGovenant then 
made. Therefore, the wark was BOING and the byild- 
= __ 160 Yeores aftcs, ſaythe beſt Chro- 


HOG Enrd., and makes ſore reformation of 
only ſo., but ſome-Coyemantheand 


manners: and riot off 


to put; 
kv” ng Verl..3. _ wh verſe,we ſhallfindethys 
executed. For, £2r4 erofe, and made the chiefe Prieffs,the 
Levitts; and all Ifrael ta fſweare: that they Puvid 4 aceard- 
ng to this word, and they [wares ..\ . 

This phat boot 'butnat 6teugh : a partiall Co- 
venant, and-fiich ns camo at. that intended in ay 
Text. You fhall fee is mars thwoughly performed 
terwards, in Nehemiabseime.! e8r:E=786,cume Ne- 
hemizh, and hemakes/a nioxsthorough Refarms 
not of mens manners. only, buteven of Religinalle 
Heſet up'the Ordinances of Gad jn their = Iv wr | 


lemne- 


ſpeciall, 


- — — - _— 
LI 
<4, Af. PEEY 
- 
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16 i Thefirft Sermon, at the late Faſt 


FI: +2, That it Tetine- Coverant aids at fit 'the time of a publique 
by 144 | & ſo, in Faſt? Andthis bringsit home tothe bulinefle we are 


now about. For, as they, entred into Covenantupon 
rTecei of ſucha deliverarce , lotheydid ir atthetime 
of afolemne' Baſt; '-This will appeare throughout the 
whole'ninth-Chaprer of Nehemiah, whereir is firſt faid, 
that the Children of Iſrael were aſſembled with faſtiug, and 
with-ſack-cloath; and with earth upon them : they ſeparated 
themſelves from ſtrangers, they ſtood and confeſſed their 
ſomes ; andthe iniquities of their fathers. They juſtified 
Godin all his roceedings 'kgainſt chem, andim all 
the evils he had brought upon them. They acknow- 
ledged thar neither they, their Princes , people, orfa- 


ther had keptiche Law ; they had-nor:ferved God:in 


tfiat-Kingdome he had beſtowed upon:them. ; Behold, 
fay they , verſ. 36. We are ſervants this day , and for the 
Land that thou gaveſt unto our fathers, to cate the: fruit 
thereof ; ant #he good thereof , behald-we are ſeruantsin it, 


And it yetlderh mack encreaſe untothe Kings whom thou haſt 


ſer over'us";; berauſe of our ſinness alfo they have dominian 
ever our bodies, and over our cattell at their pleaſmrt, and we 
are in great diſtreſſe. And becauſe of all this, we make a ſure 
Covenant , inthe laſt verſe ) and writeit, and our Princes, 
Levites, and m_ ſeale untoit. Wi 20 oh at 
Now heteisthe fullaccompliſhment ofthat you have 
in my Text. Whatin the Textis ſet down by way of 
Prophecy,you here ſee acted in the Hiſtory. In Nehe- 


miehs time, they come home unto it. Andif you look 


into the tenth Chapter,youſhallſee who ſealed this Co- 
venant : firſt,the Princes, the Officers,. the Magiſtrates 
of the Kingdome, the Par/:1ament men, if you will fo call 
them ;” and then the reſt of the people. And what is the 


- ſubſtance of their CovenanÞF* hey entred into acnrſe, 


and 
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: and into an Oath, towalkein Gods Law, which was givenby2, How it 
1 Moſes the ſervant of God, and to obſerve and do all the Com (0. 

L mandements of the Lord their God, and bis Indgements, and 

* Statutes, verl. 29. E: 

* Here thenis their Covenant: you ſeealſowith what 
, ſolemnitie it was: made and ratified; by ſubſcribing of 
? hands, and ſetting to of their Seales,by an 0ath,and by a 
* curſe; Dong themſelves by all the moſt ſolemne and 
' ſtrongeſt bonds that poſhibly they could; andallthis ja 
* Publique, andata Publique Faſt. So that now the point 
' iscleare, That it i ſo, and that the praCtiſe of Gods peo-, 
+ ple hathever been, upon any greatdeliverance, efpeci- 
; ally from Babylop, to enter into ſolemne Covepant with 
1 the.Lord. th; 2d 014 -no le 04..% . 

+ _Comewetotheſecond branchpropounded, which is.2- £297, 
the K«93%7,, ſhewing , in what manner this Covenant muſt ——— = 
| bemade, and how menareto joyne themſelyes to the 5: done. 
* Locdinthisaction. , F 5 
7 ©. This I ſhall demonftrats out of the bowels of the 
Text it ſelf: for therein may you-ſee ſomewhat requi- 
red, 1. By way of 4iſþoſition or preparation toit. 2. In re- 11 a three- | 
ſpec of the ſ»b/fance of it, 3. Inregard of the proper- DA 
tes belonging toit. Theſe being opened, Ifhall give 
youa fullview of this Text, andpertorme my promiſe 
before made unto you, 
The firft thing to be unfolded is, the 4:oſitton or pre- 1. Of the 
paration to the Covenant; and this appeares intwo things, © re- 


x, In ſeeking ſeriouſly the face o God , They ſhall whe > 1 engine 
the way to Zion. 2. Inthe manner © 


, 


their addreſle unto yenant with 


God. 
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i 2. How thewayto Zion. And there firſt a word of the place to- 
this is te wardwhich they were bound , ſecondly, of their con- 
be dove, tending and repaire toit,under that expreflion of as king 
he way thither. 
$ its The place , was Zion , where firft { though it be but a 
Criticiſme, itis yet notunneceflaryto be taken notice 
of, becauſe the word is often pronounced, and written 
amifſe, which may cauſe ambiguity touching the ance | 
you muſt put a difference between S/hon or 8107, an 
Zion : ( for theſe were two different places, and arc 
writteninthe originallwith two different Letters, the * 
ws former with iy the other withY ) you muſt not here ++ 
M7. nnderſtand this, of the former, namely, of Mount Sihow, - 
which 1s all one with Hermeoy, fituate inthe utmoſt con- 
fines of Ifracl North-Eaſt-ward-,- neere unto Jordan , 
( Dent. 4.48. ) but conceive itt to bemeant of | 'Y or 
Zion in Hieruſalem , which was once the ſtrong hold of 
the Jebuſites , and held out longer unſubdued than any 
Peece belonging to that people; For, when lirael un- 
der the Condu& of 74/hua had conquered lebmo,after cal- 
led Hieruſalem , yet could they not winne Zioz'in it. 
Zion wasa ſtrong Caſtle or Fort, ereCted upon a rocky 
mounr, toward the South-weft part of the Citie, over- 
looking allthe-reft ; and that the Jebuſites, having a- 
boundantly fortified and victualled ir, ſtill held, all the 
dayes of 1oſhaa, and long after, albeir the Iſraclites poſ- 
ſeſſed the reft of the Citie, 7o/h. 15.63 But afterwards 
when David came againſt it, even that jfrong Þb{d (which 
- the Jebuſites thought to be fo invincible, that, in feorne 
of him and his ftege, they ſet up only a few blind & lame 
people on the walles to defend it ) he conquered and 
called it the Ciriesf David, becauſe after he had wonne ir, 


hinfelfdweltinir,2'$a.5,7, This, for the TOSDIny 
ED, 
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_ . Then, you muſt know further,that, by Zign is ſome- 2,. trop 
' times meantthe whole city of Hierpſalew, by a Synect rhiss tobe 
© oche ; ſometimes it was taken'for the place of Gods yqye. | 
Worſhip in the holy city, or rather with referenceto his 
* Worſhipaud preſence. there : for that City.being-the 
| Cppicall City af. the Kingdame, where Thrones. were 
ſet for Iudgement, was alſo.the ſpeciallplace which God 
choſe to place his namein: there,were the Altars placed 
: for Gods worſhip, and tþ;ther the Tribes went npite,warſhtp, 
© becauſe there God pleaſed to manifeſt bis mars ſpeciall 
; preſence, aud to command the beſypne fer exierpmarts (Fhi- 
1+ ther therefore theſe returning Captives repaired; even 
unto Zion, the WatchT owre,,as S* Hierome wnterprets it, 
whence God inſpeciall manner watched-goyerhispeaple 
for Good : there they ſeek his face, and enquire et bim, 
before they preſu ne toenter Covenant with him. 
Now, their addreſfle to this place, is ſer forth in this 
Text, by asking the way to, Zion. The word 1hwwp* * From Gy 
thoughit ſometimes import the demanding of a-thing ., jc, * 
6 whickis a point of Juſtice or equity 16 give, (.a5:Gen.$4. pray. 
{ 14. ) yetis ituſually applyed co note the tecking of ſome 
thing by humble prayers and intreaties : ſo-as ir is not 
ſeldome put torprayerit ſelfe, 2 Chro: 29. 4. and; fotiie- 
times foran earneſt & humble enquiry atrerſome thing 
we know not, ( Num : 27. 21. Det : 13.14. ) that we 
may be directed aright, and purſue the direQion with 
eftet : Sohere, They aske the way to Zion, and that of 
God, not onely ts ſeek of him 4 right way for them by taft- 
ing andprayer, Ezr4 8. 21. but, as reſolving that ſome- 
what ſhould be done, that they would walke in it, and 
appeare before God in Zion. for, ſo much is intended 
here as is exprefſed more fully elſewhere, viz. in 1/ay 
a, verſe 2, 3, Mic, 4, 1, 2. where they nor onely call 
D 2 on 


Wk 26 - The firſt Sermon, at the late Faſt 
oy 2. How oneachothertoundertake, but they alſo performe the 
uf this is tobe journey ,going up to the mountarine of the Lord. Sothe Pro- 
44 ane. phet Zachary, the inhabitants of one City ſhall goe ts 4- 

nother, ſaying, Let us goe ſpeedily to pray before the Lord, 
and to ſeeke the Lord of Hoſts, I will goe alſo : yea, many peo- 
ple and ſtrange nations ſhall come to ſecke the Lordof Hoſts in 
| Hieruſfalem, and to pray before the Lord. Zach. 8. 21. 22. 
And how'goe they ? not fleightly, careleflely, proudly, 
buran'all humility, yea ( as in the verſe before my Text) 
[bl even with weeping, they ſhall ſeeke the Lord their God 
WL -withdeepe humiliation'and godly ſorrow for all thoſe 
Ihe finnes whereby they had formerly broken his Covenant, 
and for which he had entred upon the forfeiture, and 
| laidthoſe heavy affliftions upon their Loines. Going , 
diy and weepine, they ſhall zoe to ſeeke their God 1n Zion. The 

i very ſamething was foretold before ( to ſhew the neceſ- - 
fity ofthe duty ) touching Iſrael. Jer. 31. 9. They ſhall 
come with weeping, and with ſuplications will I lead them. 

Sothen, this is the firſt thing in this worke to diſpoſe | 

and prepare men for the Covenant ; namely, to aske the + 

way to Zion, by a ſerious, humble, affectionate inquiring # 

and ſeeking after God in his Ordinances, even with ma- | 

nyprayersandteares, that he would be pleaſed to ac- | 

ccpt them. : 

z; Tn regard Secondly, the manner of their addrefle is as neceflary 

of the marr. as the former. It is not every manrer that will ſerve the 

- turne.Itmuſt be done withall iztext:07 of fpiritin regard |} 

_ of themſelyes,and with fervent Charity towards others. 

For, they muſt aske the way to Zion with their faces thi- 

Ne therward, ſaying Come. | 

| Thatis, Theirintention and fervency of ſpirit wherewith they | 

"7 er ſet upon this worke, is ſet forth under that Hebraiſme of | 

2 my asking the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, _ $ 

piraſe 
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phraſe is uſually an expreſſion of the greateſt intention, 2,” How. : 
tervency, and contentionof mind that can be, in the this ro be 
purſuit of any buſinefſe on foote, or of any way wherein dowe, = 
a man is going. Such a phraſe you have in Luke 9, Fr. 
where it 1s ſaid of Chriſt, that he ſteadfaſtly ſet his face togoe 
to Hieruſalem, or, as if he would goe to Hieruſalew + fer 
which cauſe the Samaritanes world not receive his, ver. 
53. that is, they would not entertayne him with any re- 
ſpect, becauſe, that tedfaſt ſetting of his face towards 
Hieruſalem* manifeſted, by his very countenance and * z #7: 3) 
aſpe&, that, where ever his body was, his heart was at x#& «ep> 
Hierufalem( which the Samaritanes could not brooke) x50, «i 
and that nothing inthe world could take him off from dents 

{445 Kal 


that journey, or, ſofarre prevaile with him, asto make **: 
TOMS, 


him linger,orloyterupon the way ; no entreaties,feare, 1.1 »& 
ſhame, nor any thing could ſtay him, but, obſtinata et im- longer turne 
perterritamente locum petiit, as it isexpreft by Bede, He 2fdc hither, 
was no way afraid, oraſhamed to be {eene and knowne and goeabour 
'whither he was bound, and what he was goipg about. theirvillages 
Whea therefore it is here ſaid, they ſhall aske the way 77" ED 
to Zion with their faces thitherward, the-thing meant Luc. g. 
thereby, is, that they ſhall ſet upon this work with their 
whole heart, with their whole man, . without any feare, 
or being aſhamed, or unwilling to ownethe bufineſle: 
but, they ſhall doe it thoroughly and affectionately 
without wavering, lingring, halting : they ſhall doe-it 
boldly, preſently, openly, indefatigably and continual- 
Iy.Ina word, whatſocvercan be fayd, or thought upon, 
to ſet forth the utmoſt intention of a mans Spirit:in any 
worke that his heart is moſt ſet upon, and that he would 
lay out his lite andall he hath upon, for. the accompliſh- 
ment of it; that was the reſolution, & care of theſe peo- 
ple, & mult be ours : this is toaske the way to Zion wth 

| | D 3 | Or: : 


| 


| "AEU | 
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{4 2 How. #47 faces thitberward, Aad:without this;no entring into 
 #b& to Qovenant with God, This is , for ſubſtance no other 
be dove, (though otherwiſe exprefled) thanthar of the people 


in A/a his time , when they ſware the Covenant before 


mentioned, 2 C/ron.15. where it is1aid, they did itwitrh 


all ther heart, and with all their foule, andexpreſt it by 
the /audneſſe of their voyces, and with ſhoutings, &c - re- 
Joycing at the Oath, becauſe they had ſworne with all their 
hearts,and ſought him with their whole deſire,verſ.15. Men 
that will ftand diſputing ;, conſulting with fleſh and 
bloud, and caſting about 'how the enrripg into ſuch a 
Covenant may copfiſt with their profits, honours, luſts, 
deſignes, relations, 8c. are no fit Covenanters tor God. 
Hu people ſhall ve willing, Pſal. 110.3. their heart, minde, 
ſpirit, body, countenance, all, ſhall profeſfle , and pro- 
claime- this to the whole world , that they are: for 
God, for a Covenant, forputting themſelves into the 
ſtrongeft bonds that can poſſibly be thought on to bind 
them hand and foot, ſoule and body to the Lord tor 
ever. 


:. With cha= 2. Noris this all. For,the men in my Text,content 
:rie rowards got themſelves to be thus earneftly addicted to the 


worke intheir own particulars ; but, (as one ſtick kin- 
dles another)-they defire to kindle the ſame flame of af- 
feion in others alſo, and mutually to blow up the _ 
coales in one another, ſaying, Come. 

This notes the fervexcy of their Charitie towards o- 
thers alſo. For, 'tisnot here brought in as a formalitie, 
or complement , butasthe evidence of a ftrong defi.e 
todraw as-many others as they can to the ſame journey, 
and (if itbe poflible ) to keep the ſame pace with them, 
as being moſt unwilling to leaveany behind them. This 
indeed is true Love ; unfained Charitie , to draw all we 

| Can 
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' can along withus unto Ged. True Converts , when: ,, J7þp -* 
once they returne themſelves, they cauſe others toreturne ;his js 0 
alſo. And this was often, prophecyed asathing which z; Jgye, © 
ſhould certainly be: Witneſleall thoſe places in Ifay 2 * 
Mic. 4. and Zach. 8, before quoted, So thenall' thefe 
- thingsare requiſite , and previows tothe AQ of Cove- 
* nanting with God, There mult be a ſeeking toGod 
with true humiliation, a ſeeking of him with all intenti- 
on of: ſpirit, and withall maniteſtations of areſolution 
not to be terrified from, dautited at, os aſhamed of the 
worke : yea, with fervent Charitie to draw others into 
the ſame Covenant alſo. Thus much for the diſpoſition 
previous to the Covenant, - ' 


2.. The next thing confiderable in the Kad%7-is, the 2. The $ub- 
Subſtance of the Covenant it ſelf. ' Let #6 joyne ovr ſelves Jum of the 
to the Lord, in a Covenant. | ' 

Two things here muft be opened ; the watter,and the Both in re- 

| formeof this ſolemne ation, | : ſpe&, 
: 1. The matterof this Act is ſet forthunder this ex- 1. Of the 
prefhion, Let ws joyne or ſelves to the Lord, The original 7: 
word Wn ( from M? ) is very emphatrical; ſo as 'that 
word, being explained , will ſufficiently ſet out before 
you the nature of the Coyenanthere intended." Some 
Tranflators render it, Let ws glwe onr ſelves nnto theLord'; 
which imports a conjunction ſo neere , as nothing can 
come between, andſo firme, as nothing can diffolve. 
But more particularly, the verb here .uſedis in Scripture 
applyed toa doable ſenſe,or toddenote two things: both 
of which being ſet together, will fully diſcover whar it 
is to bejoyned to the Lord in Covenant. | 

Firft , it fignifyerh the binding of a mansfelf to the 
Ulſarer, of'whom he hath borrowed mottey, oO Þ2Y 
backe both principall and intereſt, So it is po : -itt 

h ehem, 


, 


1; | 
 * 
| 40K | 


2: How _ 
this «x to 


_- 
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Nehem, 5, 4. where the people complaine, We have bor- 
rowed. money *., for the Kings tribate, and that upon our 


be done. _Lanids and Yineyards, That 1s, they had engaged both 
* 1592115 Lands and Vineyards for ſecuritie of the money bor- 


rowed, :that the Uſurerſhould enter upon all, in caſe 
they failed of payment at the day. So that, as men, to 
doe, will have a Statute Steple,or recogniſarce in the 
nature of a Statute Staple, acknowledged, whereby a mans 
perſon, goods, lands, andall, are bound for the fecuritie 
of the.Creditor , that he;ſhall have both principall and 
intereſt at the day agreed-upon ( and here that of Solo- 
gn proves too true, The borrower # ſervant tothe lender - 
for, be hath nothing left to his own diſpoſe ; it he would 
ſell any Land, ſettle atty joyhEture, there is a Sratate 1 
on-it, hecan diſpoſe of 'nothing tillthat be taken oft; ) 
ſoitis in the caſe of any man joyning himſelf to the 
Lord by Covenant , he muſt even bind himſelf s0 God 
as firmely, as fully, as the poore borrower , who far his 


--neceſlitie cakegup money, binds himfſelt tothe Wiurer. 


If Godlendhim any mercy, any bleſſing, he binds him- 
ſclf to reftore not ovly the principall ( the bleffing it 
ſelf) when God ſhall call for it; but even the intereſt 
t00.z I meane, all poilible homage, ſervice, and honour 
NNN ECUMEs thoſe who have received ſo great a be- 
ncfic. | 

This is more than implyed in thatparable of our S4- 
yFiQUTr touching the talents diſpenſed, Math, 25.27. for 
even to him, who had received but one talent, was it 
faid, Thou oughteſt to bave put my money to the Exchangers, 
that 4t my coming 1 might have received mine own with uſu- 


79. God will baye his returne , ſome intereſt, for every 


mercy; anudexpects a Statute Staple, that is, a Covenant, 
for hus better ſecuritie, God will have him bouud, ſoul, 
Cs a | R body, 


z Py - Rs . as 
i 


85 I TY 
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body, eſtate, lifeandall ; fo as all k 


eis; and hath, ſhall 2. How 
7 be forfcited, if he donor keep touch , and make pay- #4 75 te 


Z mentaccocding toagreement and Covenant made be- 6e done. 


” tween them. This is rhe firſt uſe of the word, nilvs. 

= - Secondly, there is yet more in it. For, thongh 

} itbe true that the obligation of a borrower to the uſu- 

 rerbeasſtrohg as bonds and Statutes can make it ; yet, 
' there'is notſuchan entire, neere, firme, and laftingrye 
* of the borrowetto the Lender, nor ſuch a thorough in- 


| tereſt inthe whole eftate of the Uſurer, - as there isof 


' him that is in Covenant with God. The Uſurer,though 
+ he bind the poor borrower faſt to him,/yerhekeeps hun 
- atdiſtance, not giving him intereſtin; oruſe of any 0- 
: therpart of his eſtate, but only of the ſumme borrowed. 
> Butnow this joyning of our ſelves to the Lord, is ſuch, as 1s 


> made by marriagtiand gives intereſtinall. that the Lord- 


- is, and hath, and adinits us tothe participationofallthe 


: moſtintimare, neereft, choyleſt exprefions of the dee- 


4} reſt Love of God, which isor can be found between the 
3 kusband andthe wife; 'whoare joyned together by the 
3} bond of marriage, andmade one fleſh, 
$ Sothewordis uſed, Gez. 29. 34 where Leah, being 
delivered of her third ſonne, Levi, thus ſaith to the 
women about her , Now this time will my husband be joyn- 


ed * unto me, becauſe I have born him three ſouncs.. Thatis, Tx i 


now ſhall my hasband be more araly united *to me 
in all loye, and in all demonſtrations of it, and that 
in the moſt free, full, and intimate way of expreſſion 
that poſſibly can paſſe 'between'thoſe whoare coupled 
# together inſoneerearelation. St 7 
Sothen, w Sch theſe together, and-you have a 
q cleare view of this joyning of onr ſelves tothe Lord by Co-/ 
q venant, He thatenters into Covenant with God, doth 
| E not 


Wt 


2. How notonly bind himſelf as th 


2. In regard 


of the forme. ſelok; to the Lord, it is exprefledinthe word na, the 


6 '#-£ 


FF 434 @# ; 
iT i 


rower tothe Co- 


noghing, to do nothing, to be nothing but forthe Loi, 
thdpgh all the world be againft him tor it. This Irtake 
_ \e the full latitnde of the Covenart, for the Matier 
of F. 

2} Touching the forme of this Act of joyning our 


Cougnant, A Covenant is nothing elſe but an agree- 
metſt or bargaine between two or moe perſons , and ra- 
tified (ordinarily) by ſome externall ſolenmitie, or rites 


 thatmay teſtifie and declare the agreement, and ratifie 


it, whereby it becomes unalterable. Thereforeit is, 

thatamong the varierie of ratifications of Covenants 

metitioned in Scripture , ftillthereis ſomewhat of out- 

ward ſolemnitie reported to have been uſedat the ma- 

king; of them, to ſtrike the bargaine thorough. 
1 


& 


SOme- 
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Sometimes they were made by Sacrifice, Pſal. 50.5. 2. How 
ſometimes by Oath, Dent. 29. ſometimes by an Oath, this # to 
and a ewr/e, Neh. 10. 29. ſometimes by ſubſcription of be done. 
| their hands, ſortietimes by ſcalzng it with thear ſeales j;,,,. . 
alſo: Sometimes by all theſe, and by what ever elſe Nc. g. «t. 
might moſt firmely & inviolable Knit men unto God. 

And as it was then, ſo muſt it be till. To ftrike a Co- 

venant, isnot, in a private or publique prog only, 

to goe to God and ſay, Lord I will be thine,1 here enter into 

4a Covenant with thee, be thou a witneſſe of it, &C. bur it is, 

to ſtard and makeir publsquely beforethe Lord, by ſome 

ſpeciall ſolemnitie that may witneſſe it toall the world, as | 
lofiah* , Aſa, andall the Godly ever did, (even as in * x chre.;,. 
in entring into bonds, or asin ſolemnizing of matri- 3*- 
mony,men uſe to doe ) Whether by the Sacrament of 

the Lords Swpper, by faſting, or by ought elfe whereby 3 
they may become fo firmely and ardtly joynedto the -: wh 
Lord, that they may not only be no longer ſui Jars, to 
departaway from the Living God; but, not ſo muchas 

to fit looſe from God, or roftandin any termes of in- 
differency, which might leave them atlibertietoſcrvye, 

ornot toſerve God in any dutic, how difficult, or dan- 

gerous ſoever. And thus have yon the Subſtance of the 
Covenant opened, 8—Þ"_)!_Þ__ 

3. Take wettow aſhort view of the properties of this z. The Pre 
Covenant, andtheyare:two ; perpetuiricannd heedfulneſſe, #977 of the 


YY . | p | Covenant 
1. It muſt be an everlaſting'T » UF TCg: 


ws ga Of which arc 

cohtinuance. 'In'the Origitall its mw! mi, 4 Cove two. 

vant of Ages. Ahd the 72 imierprotefs xeidder it to the S hare 

lame purpoſe, Jeavimtawn©; that is, ſuch a Covenant as for continu- 

no tine fhall terminate ,:tillthey who make ir ceaſe to **<< 

be. Some underftind this of engaging themſelves to 

Rick cloſe to' bim inthe; due celebration ef his Legal 
| E 2 worſhip, 


2. How 


be done. 


2+ It muſt be 
heeded, and 
not forgotten. 
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worſhip , ſo long as he ſhould continue it in his Church, 


this is to (which was till, Shiloh came ) without thoſe mixtures, 


wherein formerly they had been too bold,and for which 
God'had ſpewed them out of his Church, and hurled 
them as farre as Babylon. Others conceive it to be 
meant of the Covenant of Gracethat God had ſealed to 
them in the bloud of his Sonne. But, neither of theſe 
are ful. For,itis clearly meant of an Ad of theirs towards 
God, whereby they bind themſelves to him, and that not 
toradefinite time only, but for ever. 

Itis ſuch abinding, as thatof the borrower tothe U- 

furer., whom nothing can fatisfie but tullpayment, Or 
rather, ſuch acloſing with God, asis that of the wife to 
the husband, called, in particular reference to the nup- 
tiall knot, the Covenant of her God, Prov.2.17. She muſt 
be his forever; that is, ſo long s ſhe liveth, Rom. 7. So 
that, for men to bind themſelves by an everlaſting Cove- 
n4nt tothe Lord, is to bind themſelves never to ep out 
trom himtoldols, to their baſe luſts, to any creature, in 
any ftrait, upon any occaſion, or tentation whatſoever, 
nor, with.the dog, toreturne any more to their yomit 
of any kind. They are in Covenantas the wife to the 
husband; for they are marryed unto the Lord for ever, 
Hol. 2. 

2, It muſt be #eeded and minded; elſe, it will be to 
ſmall purpoſe to be 1o /:ſtizgs. It muſt be a Covenane 
that ſhall not be forgotten. "gs ' 

_ A Covenant, quod non tradetur oblivioui; as Tremeli us 
well: thatis,that ſhall not be caſt behind'their backs, Tt is 
buta plaine mockery for men ſo to enter Covenant with 
God, as young Gallants enter into bonds to the Ulſurer, 
never thinking-more.of thenr , till the day of payment 
be palt, and the Sergeant ready toattachthem, ha -> 

wicke 
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wicked ſaith God , what haſt thou to doto take my Covenant », How 
into thy month , ſeeing thou caſteſk my words behind thee ? (this is to be 
Pfal. 50. Only they rightly pertorme this dutie, who'ſo gpze, 


Joynethemſelves tothe Lord, as to remember,and minde 
the obligation they have ſealed. . As a poore man that 
meanes honeſtly , if he be neceflitated to take up mo. 
ney upon his bond, he can hardly eate, walke, ſleep, 
doany thing, bein any company, but that ſtill his minde 
runs upon the obligation and day of payment: he com- 
plaines he 1s indebr, he hath given bond for ſo much 
money, and all his care is how to pay his debts, or to get 
longer time ; ſoitis with a Godly man that hathentred 
Covenant with the Lord, he hath ſealed a bond, and he 
knows it mult be ſatisfied,or it will be put in ſuit. There- 
fore he beares it in minde, he is alwayes caſting about how 
he may performe, and keep touch with God. 7 will ne- 
ver forzet thy precepts, faith David , I have inclined mine 
heart to performe thy Statutes alwayes , even unto the end, 
Pfal. 119. 112. This is one exprefſion, 
- Againe, Itis a Covenant to be remembred, as that of 
the wife, whereby ſhe ſtands bound to her husbaxnd : ſhe 
muſt ever remember it. It is the note of an harlot to 


forget the Cevenant of her God. The chaſte wife will ſo Prov.2.17. 


# remember the marriage bond , that if ſhe be ſolicited to 

unfaithfulneſſe; touncleanneſle, 8c. ſhe ever hath this 
in her thoughts, that ſhe+hath given her ſelf wholly a- 
way toan husband , andis boundto keep her oply unto 


him during lite ; & this makes her to be evenan impreg- 
nable wall againſt all aflaults that might otherwiſe draw 
herto folly. So muſt it bein the caſe in hand : The Co- 
yenant muſt ſtill be in the hears, and in the memory. In 
every aCctionof a mans life , inevery paſſage and turn- 
ing of hiseſtate and condition, in every defigne oren- 
| E 2 gagement,, 
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Wm 2. How gagement, 1his muſt not be forgotten , viz, I haveen- 
Wit this 510 be tred into Covenant with God, as awite with her hus. 
Wh done. * band ; willthat I am now doing, or going about, and *' 
Hf | «with my Covenant? Is this to perftorme Covenant 
wr _ *<1i;thGod? &Cc. It hebe ſolicited rouncleannefle, to 
| fraud, oppreſſion, any evill whatſoever , this ſtill runs 
tl in his minde, There is a Covenant between me and the 
,\I Lord, I am bound from ſuch courſes by the ſtrongeſt 
t bonds; How then can 1 commit this great wickedneſſe, and 
ſenne againſt God f 
P/e,73.10. What was it for which «dah, and 1ſrae! became Cap- 
tives, but the breach of the Covenant ? They kept not the 
Covenant of God, ſaith the Pſalmiſt. And, how ſo? Be- 
cauſe they did not remember it. As they ſoone forgot his 
workes, ſoit was not long erethey forgot Goathcir Saviour 
himſelfe too; and then no marvaile, it,at the next bour, 
they forgot his Covenant alſo, Pſal. 106. He then, that 
would not breake Covenant, muſt not forget it ; but mind, 
and performe it. Otherwiſe, itis like vowing wnto God, 
Exeſ.s., and not paying, which is worſe than »ot zrowvow atall. . 
Thus have I diſpatcht the Second gexerall, the Kevin, 
and ſhewed you how and in what manner this Covenant 
muſt be ftriken: firſt, in regard of the d:ſþoſition and pre- 
paration of the Soule unto it, it muſt be with ſerious ſeck- 
z»gtheface of God & humbling thefoule before hand;it 
muſt be with all intention 8& earneſtnes,with fervent Love 
and charity to.draw others the ſame way. Next,in regard 
of the Covenant itſelf, it muſt be an at7 & firmjoyning and 
binding our ſelves the Lord, as of the borrower to the 
Lender ; of the wife tothe husband ; and that by ſome ſ6- 
lemme At,which may teſtificit to allthe world, and be a 
witneſſeagainft us, if we keep it not. Andall this, third- 


ly for properties, muſt be of everlaſting continuance, ol 
ha 
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** hadin continual remembrance, ſoas it may be continually 


performed of allthat make it. 


' 3. Iproceedtothe third and laft branch, the 947, the 3.41671, £7 
; Grounds and reaſons why, upon receit of any deliverance, /; es 
but more eſpecially from Babylon, people ſhould enteru1y i: z (. * 
' intoſuchacovenant with God. And hed reſpect delive- 75a of 2 
- ranceseitherin gexerall, or from Babyloy in ſpecial. Mis 2 
1. Thereafons why this muſt be done, upon ay del;- *: ws _ 
verance in generall,are theſe. dy hg 
1. Becauſe God, at notime ſo nwch as when he be- »4/. 
ſtowes upon his people ſome notable deliverance,gives * 6od.2ifuck 
ſuch cleere hints and demonſtrations of his willingnefle Pramas 177 $ 
to ſtrikeaneverlaſting Covenant with them. No ſooner dence of his | 
had the Lord delivered Iſrael out of Egypt, but within {nile t0 
3. Monethsafter, he commanded Myſes to tell the peo- nanc with us. 
le from him; Te have ſcene what 1 did unto the Egyptians, 
and how I bare you on Eagles wings, and brought you out unto 
my ſelfe. Now therefore if ye will obey my voyce and keep m y 
Covenant, then yee ſhall be apeculiar treaſure unto me above 
aff peaple; Exod. 19. 1. and verſe4, 5, God himſelfe, you 
ſee, was now carneſt fora Covenant. | 
It is the nature of God, where he beſtowes one bene- 
fit, to adde moe, and ſtill to riſe in his bleſhngs. Where 
he once opens his hand to take a people into is prote- 
Qion, he opens his heart to take them into his boſome. 
W here he puts forth his powey to reſcue a people, hepurs 
out his heart tomake them h& owne, it then they have 
eyes to diſcerne the opportunity. See this moſt excel- 
lently demonſtrated 1&7 $2:from ver. 37. to the 42. His 
gathering them from their Captivity, firſt warmes, then 
melts, and afterinflames his heart towards them, ma- 
King it even then to glow as it were upon them, & to be- 


come reftlefle till he have beſtowed himſelfe —_ on 
them 


7” 


# ZE © f 


, 
| 3. Why it them by ſolemne Covenart to be their God for ever. 
© ſain Nowthen, ſh:11 God, at ſuch a time, be ſo willing 
the gene- and defirous toenter Covenant with men, andſhall they 
rall, think ir too much for them to be in Covenant with 
him? Shall he be faſt bound to them, aud they letrt tree 
co fit looſe from him? Indeed, this is that which our cor- 
rupt nature would willingly have: People would faine 
bertheir owne men; which yet in truth, is, to be the grea- 
teſt ſlaves. Neceſſary therefore it is for men, upon receit 
of any deliverance, torenew Covenant with God who is 
pleaſed to honour them 10 farre, as to be in Covenant 
withthem. For, theſe twoare relatives,and eyer goe to- 
gether, 1 will be their God, and they ſhall be my people. God 
15 notthe God of any people but of his owne Covenant- 
Servants. The reſt, he ſtiles, Lo-ammi. Hol. 1..9. for yce 
are not my people, ſaith he, and I will not be your God, They 
will not enterinto Covenant with me, andI will make 
no Covenant with them. That is the firſt reaſon. 
\- cot 2. As Godispleaſed toenter into Covenant with his 
concent to be people, ſo. is he firſt inthe Covenant. God requires.no 
bound brit. man to bind himſelfby Covenant to Him, tillthe Lord 
firſt ſtrike a Covenant with his Soule, As we love him;be- 
cauſe he loved us firſt , 1o we enter into Covenant with 
him, becauſe he firſt entreth into Covenant with us. I 
will be their God, heis firſt bound , and ſeales firſt; and 
then, and not tillthen, it followes ; they ſhall be my people. 
This is the conſtant tenor of the Covenant. And ſhall he 
begin, aud we think much te follow? Can there be a 
marriage conſummated where qnely the maris firft mar- 
ried to the woman, and the woman will nor after, for her 
part, be married tothe man ? Now, God no way ſo much 
declares his willingnefleto be in Covenant, and to be 
firſtinit, as by deliverances ( as we ſhall ſee more in. the 
next 
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next reaſon : ) great reaſon therefore, men ſhould then 3. Phy zx 
ſecond him by mutvall ſtipulation. Iris an hard caſe,  ſo,in 
when men will not follow, where God leades. the genes 
In deliverances God more eſpecially manifefteth rall. 
his fidelity 1n keeprg Covenant with his people, even 3- 1" deliver 
when they have brokez Covenant with him, and forfeited Pons _ 
all into his hands. When God delivers a people out of aliy maniteſt- 
any ſtraite, dothoot that uſually ſuppoſe ſome folly of (*MiSBievy 
theirs going before, & provoking him to caſt rhem into aſa 
that affliction; whence, upon their cry, he is pleaſed ro ?/e. 107. 
deliverthem ? 
And when they have fo farreand ſo long broken the 
Lawes, and contemned the Counſel ofthe molt high, 
and dealt unfaithfully in his Covenant,as that he hath bin 
evencompelled to throw them into darkneſſe and rhe 
ſhadow of death : yet itthen, upon their humiliation, he 
be pleaſed to delrwer them out of all their diſtreſſes ; this is 
: to give them freſh experience of his infinite love in 
 MKeeping Covenant and mercy with them, that kepr no 
| Covenintwith him. This is called a remembring of his 
| C,veaantwith his people, atter that heir uncircumciſed 
hear:s b: humbled, and that they accept of the puniſhment of £evit. 6.41 | 
their in'c,urre , when God fhould have caſt them our of i** 
their land, among their enemies, as afterward he did. 
So that, ina deliverance, that which is moſt predomi- 
nant in God, and ſhould be moſt ſweet aud pretious to 
his people and molt eyed by them; is his fidelity, mer- 
cy, and unchangeable Loye in bringing out that Cove- 
nant heonce made with them, and ſpreading it betore 
himſelte, and making of it good, eveii when they could 
not exſpeCt ir, nor durſt ropleadit, Hence that palſlio- 
nate ſpeech of God to rebellious Ephraim, Is Ephraim tj. 1. 19, 
my aeare ſonne? i he apleaſant child? Asifhe ſhould have 
faid, 


br 
: 
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3. Why it laid, ſurely he cannot conclude ſo; yet , my love, 
s ſo,in by vertweofthe ancient Covenant bezwen us, makes 
the gene- meſtill ſo toaccount him:witaefſe that which followes, 
rall, for ſince I ſpake againſt h:m, ( thatis, asreſolving to caſt 
him off forever) 1 remember 1:miill, (1 remember I am 
inCovenant with him, ):heref7re my bawels a;e troubled for 
him,1 wil ſarely have mercy upo h1m,(authihe Lord, Thus, 
deliverance is a thread drawne Qut of the bowellsof his 
. Covenant. Great reaſon theretore thar, in this caſe, his 
people ſhould think of renewing their league and Cove- 
nant with the Lord cn their parts, when they have ſo 
ſhameſully broken it, and yer he goes onin ſo much 
mercy to maniteſt his fidelity in rew-embring and keeping 
the Couenant on his part, by giving them deliverance. 
=p complere Againe , fourthly and laſtly, Allour hopes of a full 
ecliverance deliverance, of complete happinefle, will be delayed, if 
-n7. Pp” notfruſtrate ; and, the next deliverance willtick inthe 
a Covenant. birth, and want ſtrength to bripg forth, if we come nor 
up to a Coyenant for deliverances already received. If 
God have delivered us cnce, he wiil doit no more: or, 
if he do ſomewhat, to hold us up by the chinthatwe 
fink nor, yet wil! he hold us down trom the throne, that 
we reigne not, till we. come up actually and fully inthis 
oint of Covenanting with him. Ic is only to thoſe that 
take hot4 of his Covcnant, that he gives an everlaſting name 
which ſhall not be cut off , Uay 56. 4, 5. 

He that hath obtained moſt and greateſt deliver- 
ances, will, ere long, ſtand innecd of more. Now,one 
thing is neceflary todraw down more, and to move God 
to command ( frrther ) deliverances for 1acob ,, yea, to 
powre out his whole boſome into the laps of his people, 
and to crowne all deliverances and bleſſings received, 


with this aſſurance , that he that hath delivered , will yet 
a74in 


4» 
=— 


£4 
4 
of 


Of thy Controns H ouſe of Partiamem. 35 


' ag:indelivey; and that &, toenterintoa folemne Cove- z, why i 


| ngntwithrhe Lord, upon conſideration of whithe hath ;« /; 


: dotiealready, how ever he ſhould pleaſe to'deale with us 


tor the tuture,or for oo g uy preſ _ pref ures that 
lyeupon us. Although God begin to deliver, yet he gc. jure io. 
ill gg pertect KA JelieiaNoe , till this = Fapen as 
The people which returned from Babylon , found God '* *% 17 
to keeptouch with them, toaday. So ſoone as the 70; 
yeeres determined, their captivitie was diffolyed, add 
ſomewhat was done, the foundation of the Lords houſe 
was laid, but the building went flowly up, the reforma- 
tion of Church and State went heavily on; and, they 
were never ina thriving condition, till Nehemiah,by the 
good hand of God, lighted upon this courſe. Some 
Faſts they had __ before , yea very many ; but they 
never thrived, till headded to their publique and ſo- 
lemne Faſt1ng,the faftening of them to God by a ſolem/e 
Covenant. T hen, the worke of Reformation, and efta- 
blſhmenr, went on merrily, then they proſpered. Thus 
fa-r- the Reaſons concluding for a Covenant, upon re- 
--1.0f deliverances ingererall, 
. The Reaſons infackh us thereunto, upon deli- 2, for de- 

verance from Babylon in particular , are theſe. $ Bahjlow 

1. Becaule Babylon ( after once the Church was put jn ſock , 


_ under her power ) had alwayes been the moftinfolent, 411. 


heavy, bitter, bloudy enemy that ever the Church felt. r.3a14mhath 
The violence of Babylon was unfupportable , her inſo- © >cen the 
leney- intolerable , her bloud-thirftinefſe inſatiable. 2 ne 
Hence the Church is bold to challenge all the world to 
match her miſery under the yoke of Babylon ; Behuid, 
and ſee, if there be any ſorrow !ike unto :ny ſorrow wherewith 
the Lord hath afflicted me, (thatis , by thcheavy hand of 


Babylon) inthe day of his fierce wrath, Lam. 1612: 
F 2 This 
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3. Why it This was ſoſore, thatit hath been by ſome Fathers, 
# ſo, in and others, conceived to berhe tulleſt and moſt lively 
ſpeciall. typicall expreſſion of that matchlefſe agony andextre- 
mitie which our Lord himſelte ( hanging upon the 
Croſſe ) ſuſtained, when he bare all our {innes, and the 
wrath of God due tous forthem , ſo farre as to make a 
full ſatisfaction to the ſultice of his Father, in behalte of 
all his people. | 
And, as it was with old B4by!or, ſoit is, and ever will 
be with the new, (1 meane, my/t:call Bibylon ) to the 
end of the world ; might ſhe ſo long continue.: Eyen 
ſhe alſo delights in no other drink bur the bloud of the 
Saints, as you ſhall finde in Rev. 17. 5. where the very 
name written upon her forehead ſufficiently fers out 
her nature: Myſtery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of har- 
l1ts and abominations of the earth. And, what of her? / 
ſaw, ſaith Saint!ohn, the woman drunken with the bloud of 
the Saints, andwith thebloud of the Martyrs of Ieſwus : and 
when I ſaw her , I woudred with great admiration , verl. 6. 
And well he might. A woman,and drwkt! And,it drank, 
would no liquor ſuffice, but bloud! no bloud, but that of 
Satnts and Martyrs! She 1s never in her element, but 
when ſhe is ſwimming in bloud. So inſatiable is ſhe, that 
like the horſe-leeches daughter,/he yever ſaith,it i enough. 
Therefore, when God gives any deliverance from 
thence, there is more than ordinary cauſe to cloſe with 
the Lord, ina more folemneandextraordiniry manner, 
giving him the praife and glory of ſo great a mercy, 
But then more eſpecially , when God works ovt the fuf 
deliverance of his Church , by the torall,and fivallruine 
of Babyloy. Ohrthen, then is the rime whenallthe peo- 
ple in heaven muſt ſing Halclyah ; afcribing, ſalvation, 
and honanr, and power unto the Lord our God, Revel, 19. 1. 
And 


verance,ſuch a mercy, ſucha vengeance.- 
2: Againe.. When God delivereth: from Babylon; 2. Such a de- 
there is more than ordinary cauſe of entzing into ſo- 
lemne Covenant with him , becauſe the very-ſubjeAing 
of the Godly under that iron yoke, argyes more than breach of 
ordinary breach of. Covenant with-the:Lord in time 
paſt, which ſtirred him upto deale ſo ſharply withthem 
as to put them under the power of Baby/on.. The Pro- 
vocation was exceeding great, too much to becndured 
even by infinite Patience it ſelte : elſe, the People of 
God had never been caſtintaſucha furnace. 1It was for: 
ſucha taulr as diſſolved the very marriage knat between- 
Godand his people : it was for going a whoring from him. 
For this it was, that God firſt put away 1ſrael, giving her- 
a Bill of divorce, Jer. 3. 8. And for this it was; that he 
atterwards caſt [ada alſo out of hisfight, 2 King. .7. 
19,20. Andasit wasin formertimes,1oin later Agesof' 
the-world. What was the reaſonthar ſo many millions 
of ſoules,have been expoſed tothe burchery:of: Anti: : 
chriſt in Myfticall Baby/oz, andrto be 10 hood-winckt 
and blinded by ſtrong deluſions, as to beleeve nothing but 
lyes; eventhat Great, Great ſoul-killing Lye, tharthey 
might be dataned ® Saint Paul tellsus, it was thisz They 
recerved not the love of the trueth that they might be ſaved, 
but had plerſmein yr 2 Theſſ. 2. What «n= 
rightcouſneſſe ? 1s it meant of every unrighteouſneſle - 
(that is ia\the nature of irdamnable.) which is toi be. 
tound inthe world ? Surely no: but (ſ:1gnant 
warighteouſneſſe whereby men wrned the trath 
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And azaine, Hallelujah , verl. 3. asif they could never;. Why it 
ſufficiently exprefſle themſelves to God for ſuchadeli- zx ſo; in + 


4 -ſpeciall. {| 


of that 
God into 


a lye, Rom. 1. thatis, by corrupting the true worſhip of 


thetrue God , and afterwards falling off to OT F 
Idola» 


liverance im. 
piycs wore | 
than ordinary 


Covenant on 


our patts, for _ 
which God. 


formerly pur 
us under ſuch 


a yoke, 


& ſe,in 
ſpeciall. 


zo- | 
3. Why it Idolatry, even within the pales of the Churchit felf. 


The feſt Sermon, it the Iave Þ aff 


Mott of you are well feene in the Hiſtory of. the 
Church, and can foone point with your: finger to the 
times wherein Bazylon began to befiege pots. 7g and 
Antichriſt began to pull of his vizzard , inthe Churches 
of Chriſt: eventhen, when, P:#wres and 1mages began 


firſt to be ſet upin Churches, forremembrarce « then, for 
9rn4ment ;. then, for inſiruition too, andat laft, for ado- 


ration and worſhip. Then, Godſuffered her to be over- 
run, and over-{pred by Babylon, as by an hideous opacum 
or thick darknefſe,and to be expoſed and proftituted to 
all, manner of whoredomes and filthinefle: ſo as the 
ſlavery of the Jewiſh Church in old Babylon, was ſcarce a 
flea-biting, in compariſon of the miſeries of the Church 


Chriſtianunder the. New, which makes havock and mer- | 
chandifenot of the boares only, buteven of rhe ſoules of 


men, Revel;18, 13. | 

Now then, when God pleaſeth to deliver a people 
from ſuch bondage., and toawaken them effeually to 
lookup, and to refle& even with aſtoniſhment upon 


thoſe greatand gaftly finsof theirs, which had cut aſun-' 
der the.cords of the Covenant between God and their 
_ Soules, and provoked God to ſubje&them to ſo much 


bondage; and, that they muſt either renew Covenant, 


more and greater temptations and f1ns ; this cannor but 
exceedingly work upon theirſouls, cauſing their hearts 
to melt, and their very bowels to yearneafterthe Lord, 


toenterintoanew-, ax everlaſting Covenant that ſhall ne- 


wen be forgotten. $27 
 Thisis that which God by his ſervant Ezekiel, ſpake 
tonching the deportment of the remnant of 7ſreel , 


COUNnLTrICESs 


or. be obnoxious to' more wrath, and be laid opento' 


whichſhould eſcape the ſword among thenations and 
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countries whitherthey had been carryed captives, Exe. ,, jySy x 
6. 9. Theyſhould., wpon fuch adeliverance , remewUltn ;; (y, je 
God, not only with griefe , butreſolution allo tojoyne ſpeciall, 
themſclves to him more firmely in a perpetuall Cove- 
nant, For, of them, he ſaith there ; they that eſcape of you 
{bal remember me among the nations , becanſc { ary proken 
with their whor:ſh heart which hath departed from ne, and 
with their eyes which goe awhoring after their idols, and they 
ſhall lth themſelves for the evils which they have commit- 
tedin all their abominations.. And of the ſame people he 
faith, afterwards, * that, upon their returne home, They * <p. 11.18s 
ſhall take away all the deteſtable things , and all the abomina. '* © 
tions thereof from thence, And 1 will give them one heart, 
and put a new ſþirit within them, I will take away the tony 
heart out of their fleſh, and giue them an heart of ficſh, that 
they they may walke in my Statmtes, and keep mine ordinan- 
ces, and doe them : and they [hall be my people, and I will be 
their God, So that here is a full Covenant ſtriken, and 
that upon this ground : viz, the Confiderationof thoſe 
great finnes they formerly committed , whereby they 
had broken their firſt Covenant and departed from - 
their God. 

Sofarre the Reaſons, and Grounds of the pings! ſhall 
now as breiflly asI can, eiideayour to bring. home, and 
ſet onallby ſame Application, which I ſhall reduce to 
3. heads, namely to.matter of Reproofe,. Ir7formation and 
Exhortation. For,if, hen God vorichſafeth any deliverance Application 
to his pcople,cſpecially from Babylon, it be maſt [eaſounble and *'"<<l016 
neceſſary te cloſe wed him, by a more (olemne, firme, and: in- - 
violable Covenant, tabe onely his forever : Then, 

1. How ay this reprove,and condemneafgreatie i140 =; 
gratitude and folly, many ſorts of men amengrys; that * * 
are-farre from makingany. ſuch ule of OS 
* Wes which _ 
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which God hath wrought forthem. O beloved ! Shoutd 
I but give you a Catalogue of the many, great, ſtupen- 
dious, and even trations deliverances which God 
hath given us , the perfonall deliverances he hath often 
given to each of us apart; the publique, eminent, glori- 


ous deliverances he hath given ro us together with the 


whole State; that, in 88. and thatof 1605. I meane from 
the horrid helliſh G#n-powder-Treaſon ; bur eſpecially, 
andaboveall thereſt, our happy deliverance out of Bu- 
bylon by the bleſſed Reformation of Religion begun a- 
monglt us, ſome geod number of yeeres by palt ; the 
time would faile me. Burt alas! Whats«ſe have we made 
of them? Hath this «ſe ever been fo much as rkought 
of by us? Nay verily. For, 


1. Of {uchas I. Somethinke it bootleſſe, thus to cloſe in with God, 
nk a C-atreran evill is over. When Gods hand is heavy upon 


them, ſenſe of ſmart compels them to thinkeic then a 
fic ſeaſon todo ſomewhat, to conteſle their f11s; to hum- 


" ble themſelves, aud to ſeek God. 47 therr affl:it1on they 


will ſeek me early , faith the Lord. But ſo ſoone as he 
takes his hand off trom them, they calt all care away, as 
if now ( according to that homely proverb ) the devil 
were dead, and no turther ule of any teare, or diligence 
wereto be once thought upon, till ( with Pharaoh ) they 
come undera worſe plague than before; and, asit God 
had delivered them co no otherend, but to live as they 
liſt, to caſt moredung into his face; and to diſhonour 
and provoke him yet morethanever before. 

I appeale to the conſciences of many who heare me 
this day, and I require them from the Lord, to witnefle 
traly , whether ir be not even thus with them, It the 
plague knock at their doore , if. death get in at the win- 
dow, and begin to ſhake them by the hand; there is _ 
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ſome apprehenſion of wrath and judgement; ſome hum- x, xſe, 
bling, ſome hankering after God. Then, Oh what would Reproofe, 
not theſe mendo,what would not they promiſe, on con- 
dition to be delivered from cheifywolnt anguiſh, and 
feares! Butonce deliverthem, and God ſhall heare no 
more of them, till they be inthe ſame, or worſe caſe a- 
gain.' They turne Covenanters ? Nay, leavethat tothe 
Puritans, For their parts, they think more of a Covenant 
with death and hell : tor, God i not in all their thoughts. 

Had there been , upon the diſcovery of the Powder- 
Treaſon, (which this Honourable Afembly hath cauſe 
above all others to preſerve eternally in freſh remem- 
brance, and to think more ſeriouſly heron looks for 
at all your hands upon ſuch a deliverance) h:d there 
been, I fay, no poſſtbilitie of eſcaping that Blow, what 
would not men have then done ! Oh what prayers, whar 
faſting , what humiliation ſhould we have ſeene! Bur, 
when the ſnare was once broken, what followed > A Co- 
venant with God ? Nothing lefſe , for, ſoſoone as ever 
the danger, thefteare, the amazement at ſuch an helliſh 
project, and the neere approach tothe execution of ir, 
wasa little over, the Traitors themſelves fell not dee- 
per into-the pir of deftruction which themſelves had 
digged, than generally all ſorts of men did into the 
oulfe of their old fins, as if they owed more to Hel, 
than to Heavey, for ſogreata deliverance. And, is it 
better now? Where is the Covenant ( ſucha Covenant) 
with God , that ſo wonderfull adeliverance deſerveth, 
and requireth? 55 OBE 

- Theſe men may pleaſe themſelves ; and feed ſweetly 
_ a vain dreame,that there is no harme mall this; bur 
the Apoftle brings them in a ſadreckoning, after aſbarp 
chiding for it, Rem, 2. 4, 5. What? ſaith he ; Deſp:ſeſt 


thou 


. enough to 
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x. Yſe. thoutheriches of his goodneſſe and forbearance,and long ſuf- 


Reproofe. fering, not knowing that the goodneſſe of God leadeth thee to 
a repentance ? Theend of all Gods goodneſſe in forbearing, 


advancing, and giving thee proſperitie; and of his /oxe . 


ſuffering, 1n ſparing thee when thou haſt abuſed proſpe . 

ritie; and of all his mercy,in delivering thee out of ad- 

verſitie; is, to lead thee to repentance, todraw theeneerer 

to Himſelf, even i» an everlaſting Covenant, Andif it 

have not this effect on thee, the Apoſtle hath ſaid it, 

and the God of Heaven will make it good, that rhou de- 

ſpiſeſt the riches of his goodneſſe, &c, Thou trampleſt all 

mercies under thine impure feet, when they do not raiſe 

and ſcrue thee up ſo neere to thy God, as to enter a ſo- 

lemne Covenant with them. And, what then > Thou 

wilt not ſtay there , but fall into more finne , and under 

greater judgement ; and, after thy hardneſſe and impeni- 

tent heart, treaſureſt up unto thy ſelfewrath (that is, more 

and more wrath ) againſt the day of wrath and revelation 

of the righteous judgement of God. This is the end of all 

who _ not the Goodneſſe of God, a prevailing mo- 

tive thus 79 joyne themſelves tothe Lord , they fall into 

moe, and greater finnes,and abominations ; and ſa adde 

daily tothat great heape, and to thoſe Sea's of divine 

wrath that hang over their heads, to overwhelmeand 
confound them forever. | 

"WE 2. Others, it, after ſoine time of lying under the 

_ _— weight of many preſſures of the Church and State, they 

of deliver- Arriveat ſome hopes and opportunities of caſing them- 

ance think it fe]lyes of thoſe burdens, and of freeing the Land of the 

eat Inſtruments of all their evils ; they conceit 


rongly,that,if this be done, all is done. If but ſome of- 


rid out of the 
way the 1n- 


= _ *f the Nzmrods who have invaded their Laws, and Liber- 


ties,be pulled down, (Which is an aQt of Juſtice)how _o 
tne 
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the Many ( who donothingtowards any Reformation of x, Y ſe. 
themſelves) rejoyce, and promiſe to themſelves great Reproofe. 
matters! Now( think they ) there willbe an end of all 
our miſeries, and we ſhall ſee golden dayes ; Indgement 4 5. 14. 
ſhall run down like waters, and righteonſneſſe like a mightie 

reame. 
4 Oh Brethren ! deceive not your ſelves. If this be all 
you lookat; if, upon opening this avore of hope, this be 
all youayme at, to make uſe of the time to ſecure your 
ſelves againſt oppreflors, and never thinke of cloſing 
with God or, but thinke of it, you may perhaps goe 
farre in purſuit of your owne defignes, in providing a- 
gainſt the evils you ſigh under; and, this Parliament may 
do great things this way : But let me tell you from God, 
that this will never do the deed, till the Coverzant we 
have been all this while ſpeaking of, be reſolved on, and 
ſolemnly entred into by all thoſe that expe@any bleſ- 
ſing from that High Aflembly. Nor this, nor all the 
Parliaments in the world ſhall ever beable to make us 
happy in ſuch adegree at leaftas we expe, till the Lord 
bath even glewed, and marryed usallunto himſelf by mu- 
tuall Covenant, 

It is not only the making of good Lawes toremove 
ourpreſentgrievances ; no, northe cutting downofall 
theevil[ntruments inour StateorChurch at one blow, 
that can ſecureus againſt thelike , yea, worſe evils for 
the future ; but rather,as one wave follows another, ſo 
one miſchiefe will. ſtill tread on the heeles of another, - 
and greater plagues will ever crowd inafter the former, 
till we cloſe with God by ſuch a ſolemne Covenant. 

The people of Paleſtine,or Philiſtia,made themſelves 
marvellous merry,when any of the Governours orKings 
of 1ſrael,or Tudah ( ſuch as Sampſon, David, Y z=1ah, _ } 

G 2 that 


I. ſe. 
Reproofe. 


Yay, I 4+ 28, 


See 2. King. 
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that had ſorely yoked and hampered them, were remo- 
ved by death, and others come inthe roome that could 
do but little againft them. When fuch an one as Ahaz 
whonever wonne battaile of them, but (till went by the 
worſe, ſwayed the Scepter ; oh how joytull were the 
Philiſtines\ But marke what a damp God caſt inamong 
them in the midft of all their mirth; Rejoyce not thou 
whole Paleſtina, becauſetherod of him that [mote thee us bro= 
ken ; ( that Yzziah, and other Potent and fſuccefſefull 
Kings aretaken away, and weake unhappy 4haz come in 
the roome ) for out of the Serpents root ſhall come forth 4 
Cockatrice, and his fruit ſhall be a fiery flying ſerpent. Ahaz 
ſhall leavean Hezekiah behind him, that ſhall pay all his 
Fathers debts upon the Ph:1:/tines, and plague them yet 
more than all that went before him. 

And have not we ſeenthis verified alſo neerer home?> 
Have not ſome, in former times, becn taken away, who 
have been great Oppreſſors, and Inftruments of many 
ſore preflures? And, how have men rejoyced at their 
falls> Nor know, why they ſhould not, if Juſtice ina 
juſt way have cut them off. Butalas! what Good,in the 
ifſue, hath followed, orcan be yet hoped tor ſo long as 
men continue Philiſtines, enemies toGod & his Church, 
Amti-Covenanters(even with Hel)rather than true Cove- 
»anterswith God > Whetheris our Condition any what 
better now than heretofore, when thoſe Leviathans were 
alive,and in their height ?-I appeale to your ſelves, And 
the reaſon of all is this, that men miſtake the meanes of 
_ Cure,oratleaft fall ſhort of it.. The cutting off of evill 
Doers (how neceſflary ſoever it be) is not all, nor the 


maine requiſite to make a people happy ; unlefle alſo 
mats 20g thorough joyning of themſelves ro God by 
F#VERANT.. 


x 
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If you therefore that be now convened in Parliament, x, x ſs, 
ſhould {i ſo longas you defire, even theſe 7 yeares, ( if Reproof. 
your buſinefle ſhould require it ) and think, you would 
make ſuch Examples of men that have violated the 
Lawes, and invaded your Liberties; and enact ſo many 
who!eſome Lawes to prevent the like preſumptions for 
the fucure, as ſhould pur us into a new world, cauſing 
men to admire the bappy' ſtate and frame of Govern- 
ment which you would ſet up: yet all this would never 
produce the expected effet,but prove asa meer dreame 
ofan hungry man, who iz his dreame eateth aboundantly, 
but when he awakes, is empty ; unlefle you alſo, not onely 
reſolve upon, but execute this maine duty 'of entring 
Covenant with your God. | 

Againe, thirdly, others can roare Uk beares, and mourn 3: a __ 
fore like deves, when they find themſelyes diſappointed racedimary : 
of their hopes: when Parliaments have been broken up Fefing and 
in diſcontent,when they have looked for Indgmen!,and there , _ 
is none, for ſalvation, but it bath bin farre from them : then, a Conn 
they bave howledlike dragons, not onely for aflitions, 59.11. 
but perhaps for ſinnes alſo, eſpecially ifdeliverance up. 
on deliverance hath beenſnatcht from them, even when 
it hath ſeemed ſoneer that they had begunto take pol. 
ſeffion of ir: yet, (filly men that they are ! ) their evills 
haunt them till, and prevaile more'and more, after all 
theirfaftings, bumblings, and ſtrong cryes to Ged their 
Redeemer. For alas! what will all this doc without a 
Covenant , without taking hold of God, and jeyning 
themſelves to him tobehis for ever? your may ſee ſuch 
aState of the Churchasthis deſcribed by Iſaiah: & good 
wereit for us to take warning by it : Weall doe fade 4s 4 
leafe, and our iniquities like the, wind have taken 9 away. 
And why allthis ? The next words willtell you ; zhere 

G 3 none 
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I. Ye. none that callethuponthy name, that ſtirreth up himſelfe to 
Reproofe. © take hold of thee, ſay they to the Lord who had hid his face 
' 'from them, and conſumed them. for their ſinnes, Not that 

-they did not at all call upon God, but, becauſe they 

did not ſo call upon him as to ſfirre up themſelves ro 

zake hold of him by Covenant ; therefore is it accounted 

no better than a not calling upon him atall. Thus men 

loſe not onely theiropportunities of deliverances offe- 

red, but their dutiesalfo by which they defireto further 


4. Offuch as It againſt another time. 

are convinced 4+ Some, it miy be, goe yetturther. Vpon the hea- 
y ofa*Cove. T1Ng offuch a duty ( ſo much preſſed and inculcated ) 
nant, yet they begintobe a little ſtirred;they are convinced that 
eomenorup tis is indeed true,ſuch a Covenant is fit to be made: but 
Ro: 13.14, here ( like Ephraim an unwiſe ſonne ) they ſtand ſtill at the 
breaking forth of the Children of the Covenant, They 
faine would, but loththey be to go thorough with the 
bargaine. They __ to come on, and then fall back a- 
gaine. They are fo long a cheapnung, treating, comple- 
menting, diſputing how ſafe it may be for them, how 
well it may ftand withtheir profits, projects, ends, inte- 
refts, relations; that they coole againe, & never come up 
toa full reſolution. Oh, fayes one, this is a good courſe, 
and fit to betaken : but, my engagements, callings, Al. 
liance, company, ſervice will not confift with it. Ano- 
ther ſweares, he could find in his heart to make triall of 
it, but that he ſhould be jeered, ſcorned, and perhaps 
loſe his place, or hopes, for it: another, he is for it, but 
at preſent he cannot enteruponit. Thus one thing or 0- 
ther ſtill keepes this duty without doores , and holds 

moſt men offfrom the worke forever. 
' But beloved, take heed of this dally* .g. What ever 
you think, itis no better than a departing away from the 
| living 
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living Gd, that ſprings from an evill heart of unbeleife; x, Fe, 
when, being fully convinced of the weight; neceflity ,' xeproofs; 
and cominodity of the duty, yon wilt yer, while it is cal. 
led to day, adventure ſo farre to harden your hearts, as not 
toſet upon the work inſtantly, and to go thorough with 
It, Heb, 3, | 

Woe untoall ſuch dodging Chriftians; they ſhall find 
totheir coft that God will write them Lo-ammz, Hoſ. xr. 
9. and pronounce ofthem , They are not my people, and 1 
am not their God. 

If any think, what adoe is here 2 what meanes this 
man to be ſo earneſt ? would he have us all turne Cove. 
panters? yes, with God. Why, whatifI doe not? Then 
neverlooke for good from him, how faire ſoever thy 
_—_— be. © No? ſayes another; Ile try that, ſure. Ihave 
** ſeene many a good day in my time , and hope to 
*ſee more, though I never ſwallow this doErine : 
therefore he reſolves to goe hence, as he came hither ;. 
as he lived yefterday, ſo he willto morrow, though this 
day he doe as his neighbours doe , keeping ſome order, 
( muchagainft the will of his baſe lufts that ring him bur 
an harſhpeale in his care for this little abſtitience ) yet to 
morrow he will be for his ſwearing, drinking, whoring, 
any exceſle, and riot, as muchas ever; and yet, by grace 
of God he hopes to prove all, theſe words to be but 
wind, and todoe as well as the beft of them all when he 
cOmesto die. i *. "FE 

But woe worth the day that ever ſuch a man was born 
that when he heares God calling him with ſo much im- 
portunity t9 ftand even this very day before tht&-Lord, to en- 
ter ints' Covenant withthe Lord his God; andinto hi Oath , 
ſhall fo harden his neck, and harbour ſuch a roo#t of gall 


and worme word within his heart, as' when he heares _ 
words 
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rt. Yſe. of the Curſe upon allthoſe that will not enterinto Cove- 


Reproofe. 


nant ; or, entring into'it ſhall not keep it, he ſhall bleſſe 
himſelfe in his heart ſaying , I ſhall harve peace; though 1 
walke in the imagination of mine heart, and adde drunkennes 
to thirſt : See, and tremble at what God hath refolved 
to doe with that man, Der. 29, 20, 21. The Lord will not 
ſpare him, but the anger of the Lord, and hi jealouſy ſhall 
{moake againſt that may , and all the Curſes that are written 
in ( Gods ) Booke ſhall ly wpon him, and the Lord ſhall blot 
out his name from under Heaven, Here is nothing but fury 
powred out, uponſucha wretch ; not a bleſſing ſhall de- 
ſcend upon him, not acurſe ſhall eſcape and go by him ; 
not onely himſelte, and ' 117350 bur his very name (ſo 
farre as it isan honour ) ſhall all be caſt out of the world, 
as out of the midſt of a ſling. | 
It he pleaſe himſelfe with this, © Yet I ſhall live as 
*« long as ſome others , if they have any happineſſe ,' I 
*refolve to ſhare with them ; he will find that God will 
noteave him ſo, but :4e Lord will ſeparate bim unto evill 
out of all the the-Tribes of Iſrael, foas ; though all others 
beſafte, yet, asa ſtrucken Deere is unhearded from. all 
the reſt, and followed by the dogs till he be pull d 
downe and kill d; foſhallit be with this man, according 
t0 all the curſes of thethe Covenant, that are written in the 
Booke of the Law. Although the whole Kingdome be 


ſafe, andall others init bEinpeace, yet he and his houſe 


ſhall periſh ; the line of Confuſion ſhall be ſtretched out 
over him, hellanddamnation ſhall be his portion, how 
high ſocver he now beares his head, and how much ſo e- 
ver hc ſuffer hisheart to ſwell againſt the truth , ſuppo- 
fing all that helikes not, tobe nothing but a ſpice of in- 
diſcretion, yea of faction, and ( it may be ) of Sedition ; 
when yet nothing is offered, but what is (I truft ) preg: 

nantly 
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«ly proved out of Holy Scripture. Sofarre the firſt Y/e. 2. Y/e. 
2, This may Fer Goa us touching the true cauſe 1»forma- 
( which moſt neerely concernes our Cn, of the ſlow tr, 
roceedings of Reformationof things amiſſeamong us, t*uching the 
thin the Church-and Common-wealth: Why God Aru, 
hath not yet givenus ſo tulladeliverance from Babylon ; tio and full 
why there have been ſo many ebbings and flowings in 7*<r<flc ofour 
matters of Religion, yea, more ebbingsthan flowings:; fo bets. es 
Why generall grievances ſwell to ſuch an height, and . 
thatall the opportunities of cure have vaniſhed, ſoſoone 
as appeared; how it comes to paſle that albeit God 
hath moved the heart of the King to call Parliament 
after Parliament, yet by and by, one ſpirit of diviſion or 
another, ſometimes from one quarter, ſometimes 
from another, (like the evil pjrit which God ſent be- 
tween Abimelech, aud the men of Shechems, tothe ruine of 7% 9-23, 
both)ftill comes between, & blaſterhall our hopes; lea- ** ; 
vingusin worſe caſe than we werein before, & whence ; 
it:i9)(in,regard of our ſelves) that in ſteadof ſetting up 
the Kingdomeand Ordinances of Chrift in more purt- 
ty, there is ſucha contrary mixture, and ſucha corrupt- 
ing ofall things, in Doctrine,in worſhip, inevery thing; 
Arminianiſme, Socinianiſme and Popiſh Idolatry breaking 
1nagaine over all the Kingdome like a floud. | 
- Whhat is achiefe cauſe of allthis ? Have we not pray= 
ed? have we not faſted? Have we not had more Fafts at 
Parliaments of late, thanin many ,yeares before ? Yea, 
hath, not there been,, generally.among Gods people, 
mare frequent; humiliationg,. more frequent-feeking 
of God,.notwithſtanding (the; malice and. rage of ſome 
nen to diſcountenance and ſuppreſleit, thanin former 
imes ? Why then is Deliverance, and Reformation ſo 
low 1n comming ? Es; 


Hy "Dp Surely, 


so The firſt Sermon, at the late Faſt 
2. Vſe, Surely, Beloved, wehaveallthis while miſtaken the 
Informa- maine buſinefſe , and neglected the principall part of a 
tie Religious Faſt. You come, Faſt after Faſt, toſeck God 
in his Houſe ; You forbeare your viduals , afflict yours 
ſoules,endure it out a long time ; you pray, heare, con- 


teſſe your fins, aud freely acknowledge that allis juſt 
that God brought upon us, and that we ſuffer lefle than 


we deſerve. Allthis is well. But here is the error, and 
the true Cauſe of the continuance of all ourevils,and of 


their growing greater, namely, that all this while we 

have never,in any Faff,or at any other time,entred into I 
ſuch a ſolemne and publique Covenant with God, as his mM 
people of old have often done upon like occafions and Þ« 
Exigents. ch 


Thar I may yet more —— bring home thisto 
all our hearts, he me leave bricfly to parallel the flow 
pace of our deliverance out of Hy/t:call Babylon with 


that of 1#d4/, and ſome of the remnant of Iſrael out of ſoa 

old Babylon, whichtfora long time had held them Cap- Ci 

tives. 8774 Wl 

And here firft, be pleaſed tocall to minde, that, as Kar4 

touching the Captive lewes,God failed not (on hispart) wh 

of his promiſe. At the end of 7o yeeres, libertie of re- thi 

turne from Babylon to Hieruſalem was proclaimed, in the Di 

Eva 11,2. firſt yeere of Cyrw the Perſian Monarch : whereupon, Aﬀ 
£774,3 manydidreturne, under the conduct of Zorobbabel. Be- yec 
ing come home to Hieruſalem, we. may not conceive for 

that they were not at alltouched-with ſenſe of their de- in| 

me 


liveranice,or ofthe finnes which had formerly provoked 
the Lordto cat them into that great bondage out of tho 


which they were delivered, " 
- Well, ontheygo, firſt, tooffer ſacrifices in the right 
563.6. place, Although the foundation of the Tample of the Lord | © 


As 
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WAS nt. yet laid. In the ſecond yeert of their commg Zorob- 2, Ye. 

babel began to ſc forward the work of the hotſe of the Lord, Informu- 

and the ws was laid. But the adverſaries of 16- tion. 

dah (the Great Officers of the Kingdome under the 7/8. 

King of fee) appratcnding, or rather pretending, rhe a ig 
oing on of this building to be matter of prejudiceand 

anger tothat Monarchy, they procure a ftay of it, upon 

reaſon of State; ſo as it was wellnigh an hundred yeers 

ere they got libertie to go on again, and it was above an 

100 yeeres betore the Temple could be finiſhed. For,as 

many exact Chronologers obſerve,the Temple was not 

pertectedin the reigne of Darius Hyſtaſþis, as ſome have 

chought ; but in the fixth yeere of Darius Noth, be- 

tween-whom and the former Daris , both Xerxes ( the 

husband of Eſther , and called in Scripture 4haſbuerms) 

and Artaxerxes Longimanis ſucceſhvely ſwayed the Per- 

ſcan Scepter, Inall whichtime, many things were amiſle; 

Crueltie, Oppreſſion, Adultery , Mixture with ftrange 

wives, and other great deformations remained. Then 

comes Ezra, after the Temple was finiſhed, and fome- 

what he did, to ſet forward the work of Reformation, in 

the ſeventh yeere of Artaxerxes Mnemon , ſucceſſor to tya 7,5, 

Darius Nothws, And yet, there was much more todo. 

After him therefore, comes Nehemiah,in the twentieth yy, ,, . 

yecre of the ſame Artaxerxes Myemon; and,aftterall the 

former endeavours, he findes the Charch ſtill weltring 

in her bloud, and even wallowing in herowne gore, I 

meane, in moſt of her old and long continued fans , (al- 

though cured of Idolatry) ſothat ftill there was great 

orruptionin doCtrine, in worſhip, and in manners, 
Whereupon he now reſolves, and ſets upon 2 more 

horough Reformation of all theſe , but could never 

fect it, till beſide the proclaiming , and holding of a 
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we received by King'Henry the eighth. For, he threw s, -7 ſe. 


reat work,and a large ſtep, for the ſhort time of his in- 
Fine reigne,: Andindeed , he had many excellent helps 


fant- Reformation; yea , through the immature death of 
that 79ſiah, it ſoone prov'd abortive. | 

, Phe Princefle that-cameatter , quickly turn'd the 
Tide, before it was halt highwater : and ſhe ſer all the 
Gates wide open againe borh for Pope, and Popery to 
re-enterwith triumph, and todrink drunk of the bloud 
of our Anceſtors, till God diſcharged her, and releaſed 
hispeople from her crueltie,. + : * 

So that when 'Queene Elizuberh ( that/glorious De- 
borah) mountedthe Throne, alrhongh her heart was up- 
right and loathed the Idolatry of the former Reigne, 
; yet found ſhe worke. enonghto reſtore any thing at all, 
and to make any'beginnings of a Reformation. She 
ſoone felt, when ſhe. would have throughly plucke up 
Popery both root and' branch}, {'ſuperfluous Ceremo- 
nies, andall remaining raggs of ſuperſtition, as wellas 
grofle Idolatry.) thatſhe had todawith an Hyara, ha- 
ving ſuch a ſtrong partie of ſtout' Popelings to. grap- 
ple with at home , and ſuchpotent and-dangerous abet- 
ters of them, to cope withallabroad. I need not name 
them.. I might adde hereunto, ſome difficulries arifing 
from the intereſts and engagements of-not a few-of 


H 3 thoſe. 


Informas- 
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thoſe. ( though god , and holy men ) that underwent 
voluntary exile 1n the heat of the Mariaz perſecution ; 


who, while they wereabroad, had a large ſhare inthe 
troubles at Franckford; (too eagerly, perhaps, purſuing the 
E vgliſh Formes of Worſhip, and Diſcipline ) and fo, when 
upan their returne , they were advanced to places of 
Dignitie, and Government in this Church, they were 
the more apt and forward to maintaine and hold up that 
Cauſe wherein they had ſo farreappeared,and for which 
( ſome of them ) with more heat than Charitie had ſo 
Open declared themſelves, in forreine parts. Ando, 
what by one impediment, and what Dy another, we ſee 
it bath been along time ere our Reformation can be 
thoroughly poliſhed and pertected as were to be wiſhed 
and defared ; for there is nothing ſo pertect, here, but is 
Capable of moreperteCtion. 

Nay , ſo farre are we become now from going for- 
ward with the work, notwithſtanding the pietie and care 
of our Princes ſince the laſt Reftitution of Religion in 
this Kingdome, that (as it was in 19ſz4/s time, though his 
own heart were for God, yet there was a pack of rotten 
men, both Prieſts and People, very great pretenders to 
Devotion, but indeed mad upon Images, and Idols ) we 
begin to fall quite back again ; and, not only to coaft a- 
new yoo the brinks of Babylon, from whence we were 
happily delivered, but eventolaunch outinto her deep- 
eſt Lakes of ſuperſtitionand Idolatry,under pretence of 
ſome extraordinary pietie of the times , and of ſome good 
work ;n hand, + 
What is the reaſon of all this, but that ( not ſo much 
as once) fince the firſt beginning of Reformation of 
Religion in this Iſland , we never ( for ought I know ) 
entred into ſuch a ſolemn, publique, univerſall Covenant 


to 
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tobe theTLofds, as he requireth fort 110 -2. Yſe. 
ready given us ; but have fate looſefromGod, and1o 1yform- 
have not joyned together as one man, zealowlly to pro. zjoy, 


pugne his trueth and Ordipances, and to. by hi 
| Fd his Cauſe, as becomes the people of, Gad;;inall juſt 
= warrantable wayes, againft all oppoſery and gain. 

ers. 2.5521 TH 3 

£5 longas we pleaſe our ſelyes in this bbertie of our 
holding off from a Covenant with-God; 'we:may- feed 
ourſelves with vaine hopes of redreſſe. ctthingsamiſle, 
bur ſhall ſpeed no better thanthofelibertines and back- 
ſliders in Ter. 14. who look for great mattcrsfrom God, ' 
bat came ſhort ofall, and then ſeemed to wander art the 
' reaſon. For, thus they beſpeake him, ver. 8.' ©: the hope, 
of Iſrael, the Saviour thereof intime of trouble; mby jhauldeſt 
thos be as a flranger in the Land, and as « wayfaring man, 
that turneth aſide to tarry (onely) for a night.? Why (houldſt 
thou be as 4 man aſtanicd, as a mighty man that cannot ſave ? 
yet thou 0 Lord, art tw the midft-of us, and we arecalled by thy 
zame, ' See here how they are put toit. They acknow- 
ledge his Power, Goodnefle, Preſence, yet they are not 
faved. Heſcemes tobe like Sampſon, with his Locks cut 
off,as if he were notable toſave,or would not do it : and 
this they wonderand ftand amazed at, asa thing incre- 
dible, and impoſhble. . 

' But,God-makesthemaſhort.andſharpanſwer,{which 


% © a 


may alſo ſerve us ) verſ. xo: Fbus, ith the: Lord; have 
i HO wands 


EN , they have. uit. refr ained their feet ; 
e the; Lord doth nat accept riteus: 1t God be. as 4 
- # jd ſometimes with: " Ie 6 - 


: 
"— 
, 


hem 


" 
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_ courſe of proceeding withthens,Þitis bithat he hath 
learnt from themſelves ( as I may ſoſpeake: ) they will 
be theirown men; they will not be tyed to bim ſo ſtrict- 
\ ly; theywill have ſome libertie for theirluſts, tor the 
/  meonld; fottlis devill;for anything : cand loe hereisthe 
fruit of :it ;: God will-notbe baundto nor walke, with 
them ; - will not draw out that ſtrength, that good- 
nefſe, that compaſſion which might deliver them trom 
/theevils they howleander; He will nexther heare them, 
norany bodyeelſc forthern ; ngricremy himilelt, wenſ; 12. 
-notNoh,” Daniel, amd:Job;u Exck. 14. Nothing thereo- 
fore, buta moreſolemneandftiritCovenantwith God, 
will putus intoa poſture and:condijion gapable of, per- 
te& redrefle of ourgrievances; ew faire1o ever either 
now; 'orhereatter., we may. feeme tg@he torit, This is 

EIS IT I OO TIES 
3. Yſe, of Thirdly, ſuffer;l beſeech you,a few words of Exhortati- 
Exhorta- 09. The returning lewes(you ſee)calluponall their Na- 
tion, tion toenterinto Covenant. Give me avethen, to.call 
upon' Yotthe Repreſentative Bady 'ob ithaewbote Kang- 
dome-who ſtand here before:the Lord this day to-ham- 
ble your ſoules, and ler mealſo prevailewith-youall, to 
Joyne your ſelves, even this day, to the. Lord in: an. everlaſt- 
ing Covenant that fhall xot bfuation Make this day , a 
day in deed, aday of Covenanting withGod ,:and God 
ſhall Covenant with'you;'artlmakeit the beginning of 

more happines than eyeFyouyet enjoyed. ; | 

Beloved, miftake mnenor, my meaning extends not 
to.engage.you in atiy. Civil. Covenant and Bond for de- 


. fence of your:Mupicipall Lawes and Liberties. No 


_— 


doubt:you will beable to find meanes eniow ( by the 

bleſſing of God) to ſetlethoſe things, ina legall way ; 

eſpecially it you be carefull to Covenant with wr 
Q9 | UC 
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Much lefſe is ir my purpoſe to draw you into that late ,, ſe. 
Eccleſiaſticall Oath and Covenant ( enjoyned by the late Exhorta 
Canon) whichin my apprehenſion is little lefſe than a tion, © 
Combination and Conſpiracy againſt both King and _ * 
State. My buſineſle is, meerly to perſwade you into a 
Religious Covenant with God, as himfelte hath preſcribed 
and commanded ; and, is people, in the beſt times of 
_ Reformation, have readily admitted:namely,everyman 
to ſtirre up himſelf & to lift up his Soule to take hold of 
God, to be glued andunired ro him), inall faithfulneſſe, 
ſincerity, care, and diligence, tobe onely his for ever. 
This ifwe doe, we need not care much for other Co. 
venants : Godwill provide for that, and make a league 
forus eyenwiththe beaſts of the field, and with the tones 
of the freet She will make our Exattors peace, and our Offi 
cers righteouſneſſe, violence ſhall no more be heard in the 1/4. 60. 17. 
Land, nor waſting, nor deſtruction-within our borders; our 4h 
very walls ſhall be ſalvation, and our Gates praiſe, He will 
bea God of Covenants, and take care for our eſtates , 
Lawes, lfberties, lives, children and all that belong to 
ns, when o1ice thisis done. 
TherforeT beſeech you, yea, I require you in thename 
ofthe God of h en,wagie you are, whomyou ſerve, 
before whom you ftarid, Ahd from whom you expet _. - 
falvation inthe midſt ofthe Earth, as well as in heaven, © © 
that you forthwith enter into this bond, Expe&t no afli- 
ſtance, noſucceſlein any of your Conſultations, in, gay... 
Lawes that you agree upon, tillyouthave fully brokfi 
your hearts to this point, to follow the;Lord fully ; rol 
no more for your ſelves than'you would: have the des 
reft wite of your boſome to be forany other man in the"%y | 
world ; but, to be wholly for the Lord, to imploy and* 44, - 
improve all your wit, abilities, induſtry, Connſells, -. ©: 
| I actions, 


—_ 


3. Ye 
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actions, eſtate, honour, and lives to promote his ſervice 
and honour, what ever become of your ſelves and yours 
tor doing of it. Say notas ſome Jeerers ( of whom it is 
hard to judge whether their malice or ignorance be the 
greater ) doe, that there needes no more Covenants 
than what we made in Baptiſme, and that all other Co- 
venantsſavour ſtrongly of f:Ction and the Puritan Lea- 
ven. For, ſo Gods people of old made a Covenant, by 
Circumciſion, andatrer by Sacrifice, thatis, inevery ſacr:- 
fice which they offered, they did renew their Covenant 
begun in Circumciſion, Nevertheleſſe, God thought it 
neceflary often tocall them our to ſtrike another ſo. 
lemn Covenant with him beſtdes the former, You have 
already heard that ſo ſoone as the Iſraelites were gone 
out of Egypt, & entred alittle way in the wildernefſe, he 
put them upon a Covenazxt. When he broughtthem neer 
to Canaay, he required another ſolemne Covenant of 
them. And when /o/h»44 had broughtthem into Canaan, 
and divided to each of them the lot of his inheritance, 
he drew them intoanother ſfolemne Covenant. loſh. 24. 
So that here was Covenant upon Covenant, and yet can 
no man ( without blaſphemy ) charge it with any Puri- 
tan humour, faftion , orany thing ſuperfluous or un- 
commely for the Greateſt on earth to ſubmitunto. 

ThatlI may a little more enforce this duty, and 
quicken you to the imbracing of it, give me leave to 
preſenc you with ſomeXforives farther to prefle you to 
it, and with ſome few DixeFions to guide youin it. 

:. For, MHotives, © 

Conſider. r. how many, great, admirable, and even 
miraculous deliverances God hath given us; What 


LI 


bh SEISIny great things he hath done for us. No Nation under 


heaven can ſay more to hispraiſe, in this kind , _ we 
| | ave 


Delzverances. 
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have cayſe tado.: QurGreatdeliyerances out of Baby 3. F ſe, 

lon, from the:Spaniſh Invaſion, fropithe wag 1 Zrth; Exhorta- 

| ſon, and from matiyotherevils and teares;doallcall pps ten. 

en you for a Covenant. Yea, eyenthe preſent Mercy Motives, 

and Opportunitie ofopening that Ancient, Regularand 

Appraved Way of cure of thole publique-evils thar 

threaten confuſion-and defolatioktoall ;pleades hard 

for the ſame dutie. But,amongalltheſe, Ldefire You of 

that Great and honourable Body of the Parliament , 

to! refle& 1dadly upon that Stupendious :Deliverance 

fromthe Gun-<powder Treaſon, which more eſpecially and 

immediately was bent againſt You. For, albeit the ruine 

of the whole Kingdome wasin their Eye who were the 

Curſed inftrumentsof Antichriſt, and of the Devill his 

Father, in that helliſh Defigne ; yet,no blow could have 

comeatus, but through Your ſides. And, albeit ſome 

of You that have the honourto be members of this pre- 

ſent Parliament, were then unborn; yet, had thatPlot 

taken effec, ſcarceany of You had been this day.in be- 

ing,to haveſate there now, but had long fince been co- 

veredand buryed underthe aſhes of confuſion. Thinke 

now, whether ſuch a preſervation deſcrve lefieat Your 

hands, than to give Your ſelves to.your Great Delive- 

rer, for ſo Greata Deliverance, whereby three Nations 

deftinated zt once to Death, received noleſſe than a 

joyfull reſurreQtion from the Dead, and were again borx 

4t Once, - "8 | 

Therefore , let not this Great mercy ſeemeſmallin 

Youreyes. And, remembertoo, that you may have as 

much need of God another time : tiay ,'you know not / 

what need you may have of him thispreſent Parliament. _— / 3 

You cannot be ignorant of the many murmures and /-Þ 

more than whiſperings of ſome defperateand deviliſh / | 
I 2 conceps \ 


\ 
\ 
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Exhort4- 
$108. _ 
Motives. 


enjoying of 


| God, with- 
| out a Cove- 


Nanr, 


2. There can 
be 'no full 


conception ſuſpeRted to be now in the womb of the 
Jeſuiticall tation : And, how neerc it may be to the 
birth, or how prodigious it may prove being born, I take 
not uponmeto divine: but this we are allure of, that 
what cver it be which they are big withall, it ſhall not 
want the leaſt graine of che utmoſtextremitie of malice 
and miſchiefe that/albrthe wit, power, and induftry of 
Hellit ſelfcan contribute unto it;and, that they labour, 

254 woman in travaile, to be ſpeedily delivered of it. 

Whatdangers, and what cauſe of teare there may be 
at the preſent, I leave to your Wiſdome to conſider, 
But this be confident of, if Deliverancesalready recei- 
ved canprevaile with you fora Covenant,that Covenant 
will be your ſecuritie ; for it will certainly engage all 
the powerand wiſdome of the.Greatand only wife God 
of heavenand earth to be on yourſide forever. Sothat 
if God himſelf have power enough, wiſdome enough, 
and careenough, youcannot miſcarry ; 7s weapon that is 
formed againſt you ſhall proſper, no plot, no gates of hell ſhall 
prevaile ; ae you. And, it he have goodnefle enough, 
mercy enough , bowels enow in him, he will then 
raine down aboundance of trueth, righteouſneſle, ju. 
ftice, peaceand plentieuponall Corners of the. Land 
from whence, and on whoſe errand, 'Y ou are now come 
together. Therefore it becomes you, abovyeallothers,. 
to be firſt in a Covenant. 

2. Conſider that, till we do this,there cannot be ſuch. 
afullenjoying of God,as atherwiſe there might be. In- 
deed, the perfe@ fruition of God is not to be expeed 
tillwe come to heaven; but yet we might have much 
more of God, even inthis lite, than now we have, could 
we be perſwaded to ſucha Covenant with him. 

_ Whatſoeyer experience we have of him now in any 


| deliveranc 
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deliverance beſtowcd,it would be doubled, if, upon the 3, ſe, 
deliverance received , we would thus be joynedtohim. Exhorts. 
Noris thisa notion or conceit only, buta realltrueth. 707. 

For , marke what He faith to his people , Hof. 2. Motives, 
verſ. 19, 20. Iwill marry thee unto me for ever, 1 will be- | 
troath thee unto me in righteeu{meſſe, and in Indeement, 
and in loving kindneſſe, andin mercies , 1 will even marry 
thee unto me in faithfulneſſe , and thou ſhalt know the. Lord, 
He that enters into Covenant with Gad, .is betroathed, 
yeaeven married tohim: And how married? even to 
the partaking of allthis goods, ofall he hath, yea of him- 
ſelf, and of all that he 1s. As the wife may ſay , Yb: tu 
Cains,ero Caiaz and, as Laban ſometimes,of Iacobs wives, Gen.31. 49? 
children, and cattell, Theſe daughters are my daughters, 
and theſe children are my children , andtheſe cattell are my 
cattell, « '4 all that thou ſeeſt are mine : Soa manonce 
married tz \e Lord by Covenant, may without arrogan- 
cy ſay, this 7:2 hreonſneſſe is my righteouſneſle, this judge- 
ment is my judgement, this /aving kindneſſe,theſe mercies, 
this faithfalneſſe which 1 ſeeinthee, and all that thou. 
haſt is mine, for my comfort, ſupply, fupport,direCion, 
ſalvation, and what not ? 

And take notice of that phraſe , Thou ſhalt know the 
Lord. Did theyfiot know him before? Yes, but never _ 
inſucha manner, with ſucha Xzowledpze, at leaft in ſuch a 
meaſure. They ſhall now know himin ſuchneere, fami-. 
liar, ſweetand ineffable expreſſions of his deereft,deep.. 
eſt, choyceft corjogat love, as they never taſted, nor, 
could taſte of before. . Oo EE a 

We know how it is with a wife married toa loving. 
husband. They loved one another before mano and 
many expreſſions of a ſpeciall love - paſſed betweene 
them, but they never enjoyed one another fully till the 

E2 INarrt-— 


"J- Te. 


E x hort 4- 
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2. No buck- 


ling to the 


worke God 
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marriage was ſolemnized. Then, there is not only a 
more 1fttmate manifeſtation of fervent, intire, loyall, 
chafte love; but a further enlarging and ſtretching our 
of mutuall affections to-each other, than they could 
porhbly have beleeved they ſhould ever have reached 
unto, till now experience affure themof it. And even 
thus it is between us and God. Is he Good in deliver. 
ances? have we taſted of his love already? Oh how 
great would his goodnefle be, how tull of grace, mercy, 
bountie; and, how would he communicate even whats 
rivers of all theſe to that Soulethat would once come 
upto him, and cloſe with hin inan everlaſtizg Cove- 
nant | All the wayes of the Lord are mercy and trueth, unto 


[ach #5 (make, and) keep Covenant with him, Pſal.25.10. 


3. Confider that what ever worke God calls 
Youto, Yee will never buckle thoroughly to ir, till you 


callsus unto, NaVE entred into Covenant with him, An apprentiſe boy 


without a 
Covenant, 


when he goes toa Mafter upon tryall onely, his minde is 
now on, then off againe ,; ſometimes he could like the 
trade , by and by his minde hangs afrer his Mother 
at home, or after ſome other courſe of life, and he ne- 
neverſets cloſe to his bufinefſe, till he be bound. 
When once the Indenrures be ſealed, and he enrolled, 
he knowes there is now no more time todeliberate, bur 
he muſt fall to his buſines, orelſe take what happens for 
his idlenefle and negligence. Sois it with a wite; if ſhe 
be but onely promiſed, or betroathed toa man, ſhe may 
come to his houſe, and Caſtan eye up and downe ; bur 
itis rather to obſerve, than toa& : ſhe may perhaps caſt 
out a word now and theh Tomewhat freely alſo ; bur ſhe 


never ſets her ſelfe toguide the houſe, or to doe any 
thing to purpoſe, till ſhe be married: then, ſhe careth for 


che things of the world ; that is, with all poſſible diligence 
looking 
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looking to, and managing of the buſineſle of the family z. 7 ſe. 
committed to her, how ſhe may pleaſe her husband: all her Zxhorta« 
thoughts, care, diligence run this way ; ſhe makes it $597. 
her buſineſſe that ſhe muſt ſtick unto, and daily manage Motives. 
asa part of the marriage Covenant. And thus alſoit will cor. 7, 3 4. 
be with you. You have much worke under your hands, 
and are likely to have more ; andI hope you defire to 
doe all intruth of heart, for God, and not for ends of 
your'owne : but let me tell you, this will never be done 
throughly till once you be marryed to him by folemne 
Covenant, Then, will you care indeed for the things of the 
Lord, how you may pleaſe the Lord, inevery cauſe,in every 
Anſwer toany Petition, and inevery Vote of any Bill, 
or ſentence. You wonld then think, when you come to 
manage, debate, vote, any Queftion, ©* Iamthe Lords, 
* not mine owne, not my friends, will this Idoe, ftand 
*« with my Covenant ? will it pleaſe God ? willit be pro- 
*fitable for the State?is it agreeable to Juſtice and equi- 
*tjie? Then, on with it, no manſhall divert, or take me 
off. But, till then, one will entreate for his friend, ano- 
ther for his ; one will make you one way, another would 
draw you another way; and theyare both your friends , 
and you knowe not how to deny either-: and thus are 
you even torne in >a betweenethem, in ſo much as 
youſometimes reſolve to be abſent, or tofit ſtill and fa 
nothing , or, to gratific him that hath moſt power wit 
You, be the Cauſe what itwill. But when once the Co- 
ron is ſealed, all this will 4 at - ad; _ will 

uickly ſtop your eares againſt 'gKper{waſ1ons that may 
Finder Tlie and Refi re and , when this is 
known, men will ſoone forbeare alſo to trouble You _ 
with ſuch ſolicitations. Ll 


Againe fourthly, Wicked men ſtick not «t 4 Covenant yo le 
with Hell, 
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3. Yſe, with aeath and hell it felt, ſothey may but ſatisfie their 
Zxhorta- L-ufts; though they know the end thereof will be dam- 

tion. nation. Ohthen ſhall nor we much more make a Cove- 

Motives, 24nt withour God to do his will, which will be beneficiall 

1/ay. 28, and comfortable both here and hereafter, and procure a 

full torrent of his mercies, bountie, grace, and eternall 
life, ro low in uponus ! 

-. The Devil 5. Conſider that the Devill himſelf will have a Cove- 

bimſclfe will 2497 from all his vaſſals that expect any extraordinary 


_— matters from him; elſe, he will not be engaged to be at 


his vaſſals their Command. There is not a Witch that hath the 
without 2 Deyill at her beck, but ſhe muſt ſeale a Covenant to 
Coven» him, ſometimes with her bloud, ſometimes by other 
rites and devices, and perhaps he muſt ſuck her too ( as 
in thoſe helliſh bargaines you know they uſe;) and then, 
heis for her , during the time agreed upon. And ſhall 
we think God will be ſo cheap, as tobe on reVEerence 
be it ſpoken)at our Comunand, to help, direQ, aflift,de- 
liver and-ſave us, who will not doſo much for him as 
Witches and Sorcerers will do for the Devill ? | 
' Intheggof 7ſay, verl. r1. there isa ſtrong expreſGon 
this way ; Thr ſaith the Lord, the Holy one of Iſrael, and 
his Maker, aske of mee things to come concerning my ſonnes, 
and concerning the work of my hands Command ye mee. It 
is notto be thought that God complementeth with his 
people, butisfree and heartie in the expreſſion of what 
they ſhall really find him. But marke , it concernes his 
. Sonnes ; thatis , thoſethat are truely in Covenant with 
him. This priviledge isfbr none elfc. So thatthe way to 
have Godat Command, (with humilitie beituſed ) 1s to 
be his ſonnes and daughters by Covenant, For,to whom it 
is ſaid, I will be their Ged,and they ſhall be my people,to them 


45 it ſpoken, 1 will be a father untoyou, and ye ſhall be my 
ſonnes 
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ſonnes and daughters , ſaith the Lord I , 2 Cor. 6. 3. Yſe. _ _ 
18. Andtothem he ſaith alſo, Commandye me, © Exhortes 

6. Conſider that it is the properand chiefe buſineſſe #799. 
of a Faſt, to enter into Covenant with God, You ſee it Motives, 
tobe the praQtiſe of the: Church in Nehemia/'s time. +,..* .. * 
And where this hath been omitted, the Faſt hath been proper worke © 
loſt. God neyer accounted any of thoſe foure annuall ofa Keligious 
ſolemne Faſts before mentioned , that were ſolongin ,,,,,,,. 
uſe among the Jews,to be faſts unto him, bur calles them 
faſts tothemſelves, Zach. 7.5,6. Why, butbecauſe they 
looked no furtherin their Fafts, but to «ffii%t their ſoules ,,,, x 
for 4 day, to bow dows their heads as a bullruſh, and toſpread 
ſack-cloth and aſhes under them, and thereanend. But 
they loſtallcheir labour, getting nothing from God but 
aching, and contempt. 

Andintrueth , when will we thus joyze ourſelves to 
the Lord, if notata Faſt ? Then,are our hearts in more 
than ordinary tune for ſuch awork, when we are brought 
toſet our ſinnes before us, and humbly toconfeſle, Fe 
waile and renounce them ; when we have taken ſome 
paines with our Soules to ſaften, and meltthem before 
the Lord; eſpecially if then they be inany meaſure rai- 
ſed up towards Him with any apprehenſion of his love 
in the pardon of ſo many and great finnes, even when | 
the Soule is moſt caſt down for them. Then,]I ſay ſtrike 
through the Covenant, orit will never be. It you let 
ſlip this opportunitie, you may perhaps never obtaine 
thelike whule you live ; but cither your ſelves may be 
cut off, or your hearts ſhut up indeſperate hardneſle, like 
unto Pharoah, whom every deliverance, and new experi- 
enceof Gods fayourin taking off newevils, hardened 


more, and made worſe, 
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.. 7. Ig thelaſtplace (and lerit nor have the leaſt torce 


Exhorta. of perſwaſfion ) remember and conſider that this day, 


£107, 


even this very day, the-17. of November , 82,yeeres 


Motives. fithence , began a new reſurreion of this Kingdome 
7. This very from the dead, our ſecond happy Reiormation of Reli- 


Day began 
the ſecond 


g10D bythe auſpitious entrance of ourlate Royal Pebo- 


Reformation 74þ ( worthy of eternall remembrance and honour )into 
& Religion. herblefled and glorious Reigne; and that, from thence- 


forth Religion thrived, and proſpered under her Go- 
yernment with admirable ſuccefie , againſt a whole 
world of oppoſitions from Popiſh taQors at home and 
abroad : So as the very Gates of hell were never able to 
extingutfh that Light, which God by her meanes hath 
&t up among us. 

ConfiderI beſeech you, that. it is Rot without a fſpeci- 
all Providence that this your meeting was caft upon this 
very day ( for, I preſume, little did you think of the 17 


of November , when you firſt fixed on this day for your 


Faſt, ) that, evenfrom thence, one bammer might be 
borrowed todrive home this nayle of Exhortation;that 
the very memory of ſo blefſed a work begun on this very 
day , might throughly inflame you withdefire toenter 
into a Covenant ; and ſo, togo forward toperfect that 
happy Reformation, which yet in maby parts lyes unpo. 
liſhed and upperfect. : 

Oh ſuffer not that doore of hope by Her ſet open this 


day, to be again ſhut, for want of a Covenant. It you 
would indeed honour Her precious memory ; yea, ho- 
nour God and your ſelves, and not only continue the 
offeſlion of what ſhe (asamoft glorious Conduit pipe) 
h tranſmitted tous , butperfe& the work; ſet upon 
this duty of joyning your ſelves tg the Lord in an everlaſting 
| Covenant 
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Covenant that ſhall not be forgotten. And ſo haveyoit thi z, V ſe; 
Motives. 10  Exhorta=- 

- 2. Iſhallnowſhutup all with ſome few Dired#rons to tion, 
help us 1nit.. And here, pafling by what hath beenal. rearcr how 
ready fpoken. touching the preparartves tot, the Swb (2 ene 
ſtance of it, and the properties requiredin it , I ſhallonly | 
give you theſe fixe ſubſequent Drrections. | . 

1. Give a Bill of divorce to all your Luſts, or kill nn _ 
them out-right. This Covenant is a marriape-Cove- Gen BE 
pant, and there is no marrying with God, fo long As all yourLuſts; 
your former husband, your bafe corruptions, your 
ſwearing, riot, drunkennefle, uncleanneffe, pride , op- 
preſſion, and what ever elſe your ſoules know ro be the 
plague of your own hearts, remaine alive and andivorced, 

For the woman which hath an husband , « bound by the Law 

to her husband [6 long as he liveth: but,if he be once dead, 

ſhe ts free from that Law, Rom: 7. Therefore ſend theſe 
packing, inthe firft place. | A wiſe man willnever-marry 

a trumpet, nor with any woman, that hath another hus-- 

band : his wife that ſhall be only his own, noneelle ſhall 

have intereſt in her. Much lefle then, will the Holy - 

and Jealous God admit of any Spouſe that is wedded to 

any luſt, and ſocontinueth. Say then, what wilt chow: 

now do? wiltthou ſtill keepthy darling luſt > Haſtthou 
beenaſwearer, and ſo thou wilt be ? a drunkard, anun- 
cleane perſon, an oppreflour, a prophane EZ ſav, and wilt 

be ſo ftill> Know, that. God will none of thee, bur ab- 
horresall fuch as thouarr. He will admit none into Co- 
venant but ſuch as zouch not the necleane thing but ſeparate . 
fromit, Tothem only it is, that he promiſeth, 71wilbe * ©: 5: 
their God, ana they ſhall be my people. | | deces-othachs | 

2. Moreeſpecially purge out and caſt away(as 4s Mer zlly cat our: 
/trusc cloth ) all 1dels and 1dolatry in particular, All our?,, mw" © 

ES K 2 Lufts 2/l. 5. 4. 
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Exhorta- 
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2 Cbr0,34-33+ 


Luſts are lothſome to his tomach, but nothing is ſo abo-. 
minable to his Soule, as 1dolatry. This is that ſpirituall 
whoredome which meritoriouſly diſſolves the marriage 
bond where it is already knit, and lies as abarre in the 
way toa Covenant with God , where yet it is not made. 
This was it for whichthe Lord proceeded ſo ſeverely, 
firſt againſt the ten Tribes, and then againſt thereſidue, 
as you all know. For this, the Land ſpewed them our. 
And where ever God promiſeth to recallthem, he uſu- 
ally premiſeth this, ( which ſhould firſt be done) From all 
your 1dols will 1 cleanſe you, Ezck. 36.25. Ephraim alſo (hall 


ſa, 
all ſhall caſt them away with deteſtation, ſaying, Ger thee 
hence, Iſay. 30. 22. 

Every Idol is that great 1mage of Iealouſy, which the 
Lord can by no meanesendare, and which will certain- 
ly be the deftruction of King and People, where ever it 
is entertained, eſpecially if againe received in, after it 
hath been once ejected. A fad example whereof we have 
in Iudah, where, after Ioſrah had taken away all the abomi- 
vations ont of all the countries that pertained to Iſrael, and 
made all that were preſent in Iſrael to ſerve the Lord onely, 
the At of Reſumption of Idols and Idolatry by the ſuc- 
ceeding Kings ( although it is probablethey did it one- 
ly ſecretly like thoſe in 2 KX:9. 17.9. ) became the ruine 
of thoſe Kings, and Kingdomes. 

Beloved, letme Fa freely, forI ſpeake for God, 
and forall your ſafeties. You cannot be ignorant of the 
grofle Idolatry daily encreafing among us , and com- 
mitted not ( as adultery) in Corners onely, but in the 
open light; people going to, and coming from the 
Mafſein great multitudes, and that as ordinarily, open- 


_ Iy, confidentlyas others go to and from opr Chnrches. 


And 


What have 1 to do any more with Idols ? Hoſ.14.8. and < 
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—AndI doubt not but ſome of you doe know the number 3. 7 ſe. * 


of Maſſes to exceed that of Sermons, 


Ex horta- 


Whoſe heart bleeds not over thisprodigious growth 1107. 
of Popery and over flowing of Popiſh Maſſes > Who Meanes. 


knowes not, thatin the Mafle is committed the moſt 
abominable Idolatry that ever the Sunne beheld in the 
Chriſtian world > Who remembers not withindignati- 
on and horror, how often that inſatiable Idol hath bath- 
edit ſelfe in the bloud of many of our Anceftors and 
Progenitors? And canany be fo filly as to beleeve, that 
it will reſt ſatisfied till it ſwim againe in our bloud alſo; 
unlefſe we will joyne with Idolaters, and fo periſh ig 
Hel/>For what ever ſome mentalke of the poſſibility of 
the ſalvation of ſome perſons in that Church, (as they 
callit ) yetitisagreed on all hands, among us, that, 
for thoſe of our owne Nation and once of our owne 
Church where the light hath ſo long ſhined in-ſo much 
brightneſle, ſo as they have both received & profeſſed 
it ;z1fthey ſhall ( whether to gratifie a Parent, a wife, 
husband, friend, Mafter 8c. ) put out their owne eyes, 
and returne backe to Babylon trom whence they were 
once et free, their caſe is very deſperate and diſmall, 


and it had been better for them never to have knowne ,, pg, \; 


the way of righxouſreſſe, then _ they have knowne it to 
turne from the holy Commanadement once delivered unto. 
them. Therefore I beſeech you to take care of theſe a- 
bove others. 

Nor ſpeake I this, onely topreventapublique tole- 
ration, {which I hope , through the care of our Pious. 
King, and your diligence, oureyes ſhall never ſee ) but. 


to put. on Authority tothe utter rooting out of that a- x xj, 17.5; 


bominatiop, although committed in ſecret; and with 
coinivence onely, 


K 3 It 
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It chen you wilt not halt betweene Two opinions , if 


you will be thorough for Geog, and follow him fully, 
downe withall /d/s and 1dolatry through the Kingdome, 
ſo farre as the making ofthe Lawes yet more ſtrict and 
tull for thatpurpoſe, may effeCtit.”Till then, you may, 
if you will, talke ofa Covexaxr, and thinke to doe great 
matters : but that Great God who is ſo jealous of his 
gloryin that, above all other things , will abhorre all 
Covenants withyou. Andit you, having now ſuch op- 
portunity and power, ſhall nor throughly cleanſe the 
Land of theſe ſpiritball whoredomes ſo boldly facing 
and even out-facing' the glorious Goſpell proteſſed a- 
mong us; be ſure, that, in ſtead of a bleſiing upon your 
Con{ultatjpnsand proceedings, you will draw downe a 
Curſe that willcleave toyou, and goe home with you, 


and ſcatter like poyſon over all parts and Corners of 


the Kingdome, rillall be conſumedand become a deſo- 
lation. 


YouallI thinke, agree upon the neceſiity of a great 


Reformation. Where ſhould you begin then, but where 


Godeyer begins? Looke into the Stories of Aſa, Iehoſa- 


phat, Hezekiah, Toſiah, and even of Maxaſſeh himſelf, (the 


roffeft Idolater and moft bloudy Tyrant that ever 


g 
rcignedin Iudah) when once God had throughly hum- 


bled him, and you ſhallever finde that they began their 


rand Reformation at 1dels, and 14olatry committed 


with them. I ſpeake not this to backe or countenance 
any tumultuous or ſeditious ſpirits that have lately been 
ſtirred up to doe things without Commithon , but to 
You, whom God hath duely called to the worke, and 
indiſpenfibly requires it at your hands. 

. Exeomte true Indgement and Juſtice. Looſe the baud 
of wickedneſſe, undoe the heavy burdens, let the oppreſſed goe 


free, 


ES ai _£iz35 
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ſree,and break every yoke of the opprefior. Thisis a maine 3. Fe.” 

part of an acceptable Faſt , and therefore muſt be per- &xhort. 

tormed of all rhat will enter into Covenant with God. tion. 

And this was part of Gods Anſwer to the Jewes enqui- Meanes- 

ring of che Prophet whether they ſhould continue their 

ſolemne Fafts* Zarh, 7. Therefore hercin deale im- 

partially and throughly , for hereby the Throne it ſelfe 

15 eftabliſhed. Itis true, adifference muſt be put be- 

tween thoſe that ate only led on in evill wayes by o- 

thers, and thoſe that are leaders of others: butir be- 

comes not me topreſcribe toyou inthis caſe, your own 

wiidome will teach you that. Only Iam to pray you, 

that if you ſhall find any eſcapes to have been made in 

the Ordinary Courts of Juſtice, in the condigne puniſh. 

ment of Murder, and /4slatry, take notice of them, and 

there be ſure to ſtrike home, as Sarnel did where Saul. 

himſelfe had been too indulgent. There is nothing 

makes you ſuch faire Images of God(inthe relation you 

now ftand ) as due execution of Juſtice and Judgement. 

Therefore, it you will indeed enterintoa Covenant, let 

this be done. | 

4- Do your beſt to drawas many others as you can _ #4- 

the ſame way. Parents and Maſters are bound to take 7” 954i 

care that their children and families do feare, and ſerve 

God, as well as themſelves. And You who now ap- 

peare before him in behalfofthe kingdome,as you muſt 

enter into a Covenant for them as well as for your 

ſelves, ſomuft you do your utmoſt that they alſo for 

themſelves may paſſe under the ſame Covenant, with 

you. . The repreſentative Body of Iſr:el thatftood be- 

fore the Lord'to make a Covenant, in Dewt. 29. 15. made 

it not only for themſelves and ſuch as were preſent, but 

for all that were abſext alſo, And Tofiah when heentred 
4 ">= - Do 


72 The firſt Sermon, at the late Faſt 
3. Yſc. mtoa Covenant himſelf, he not only cauſed all :hat were 
Exhorta- preſent of Indah at the houſe of the Lord, to ſtandto it, 
tion, 2 Chron.34:32.But he mage all Iſrael to ſerve,even ts ſerve 
Meanes. the Lord cheir God, verl. 33. that is, to ſtrike a Covenant 
with him. Therefore take care that all others, when 
you returne home , may make a Covenant before the 
Lord to walkaftec himin all his Commandements: that 
God may be ſct up more and more,and the hearts of all 
men may be lifted upin the wayes of the Lord to take 
hold of his Covenant alſo. It you do not this, yon do 
nothing : for more is required at your hands, than of 
private perſons , who yet are bound to call upon others 
(asthe men in my Text) ſaying, Come and let us j oyne our 

ſelves unto the Lord in an everlaſting Covenant. 
5. 5. Would you have this to be done, namely, that all 
Set op Way- ſhould appcare before God iz Zion, for this purpoſe ? Then 

markes to 7 ; . : 
Zion, ſetup Way-markes to dire them thither. Take ſpeciall 
carethat the Ordinances of God be ſet up, and held up, 
in morepuritie, and plentie. Down at once with all in- 
ventions and fancies of men, which corrupt and adulte- 
rate the pure worſhip of God. Let none but He be wor- 
ſhipped, and let no worſhip be thruft upon him which 
himſelfe hath not preſcribed. Herein eſpecially ( yet 
ſtill within your bounds) be zealous, and quit your 
{elves like men. | 

- Above all, take better order for the more frequent, 
and better performance, and due countenancing of that 
now.vilified ( but highly neceſſary) Ordinance of Prea- 
ching, which, albeit it be Gods own arme and power 
unto falyation, is yet brought into ſo deep contempt 
(and by none more than by thoſe who ſhould labour 
moſt to hold up the honour of it) that it is made a mat- 
ter of ſcorne , and become the odious Character of a 
| Puritan, 


de re Mo nt tin. nd I : 
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P#ritan, to be an afliduous Preacher, Yea, ſo farre have 3. Y ſe. 
ſome men run madthis way, thatit is held a crime de. Exhorta- 
ſerving Cenſure in the higheſt Eccleſiaſticall Court #109. 
in this Kingdome, totell but a few Clergy men out of Meanes. 
a Pulpit, thatir is an efſentiall part of the Office of a * But « ins 


Biſhop, to Preach *. Some of you know that I belye rp 


them not. part of the 
Hom. againſt 


Andis it not then high time to vindicate the honour ,, "5, 
of Preaching trom thoſe virulent and ſcurrilous tongues 14%ary, 


and pens, that have of late daies (more then ever)-blaſ- *aking of 
the Bithops 


phem'd this Ordinance, and, totake morepitie of the g& 4c p;;n;. 


many darke and barren parts of this Kingdome, where A a. 
aith , thar 


many ſcarce have aSermonin ſeyen yeeres; nay ſome weage 52 
: '_ Th:y were they 
( as divers of warth do credibly report ) not 1n their P,caching 2; 
whole lives? Hath not God himſelfe ſaid plainly rs are more 
a Where there is no viſion the people periſh ? Is it not his FC grades 
own complaint, > My people are deſtroyed for lack of know» Princes Þa. 


ledee ? And how ſo? thus; for a long ſeaſon Iſrael had *% nor of- 


| : x . : len 0(qupitd i 
been without a teaching Prieſt, and without the Law, 2 Chre. ,;, Py. <4 oh In 


I5. 3. And mark too, that while they had no teaching Og Go 
— yee Into the 


Prieſt they were without the true Godalſo. For, there 1s?,,,, 
; ; world, 
no coming at the irue God, inthe ordinary way,. but by a and preach the | 


teaching Prieſt. © How ſhall they heare without a Prea- cd argng 
» *04R IN 


cher? *And 44 pleaſeth God by the fooliſhneſſe of preaching +, T_- 
to ſavethem that beleeve: and® faith comes by hearing. andafjunesef 
Wherefore I dare pronounce , that while ſo many 772" 9/ thi 
- . ; ES @ . world,pag.s 9. 
thouſands within the Kings Dominions, eſpecially in «gi..*; 57. 


England, Wales , and Ireland , are ftill ſuffered to ſit 77 +Prv ag. 18. 
ſuch darkneſſe and inthe ſhadow of death , and ſo to periſh Þ nc ate 
for everfor want of conſtant, ſound, profitable Preach- , : co. us 
ing, it is impoſſible that they ſhould be capable of a « 9.10. 17. 
Covenant with God ; or, that it may be truely ſaid, . - 


that the maine body of theſe Kingdomes are in caſe to 
L make 


3. Yſe. 
E xhorta- 
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74 Thefirft Sermon, at the late(Faſt 
make a Covenant with him ; unlefſe you, the Repreſen- 
tative Body thereof , take more care than ever yet hath 
been takenin this behalfe. 

I know the many plea's of many idle droanes and 
mercilefle men to excuſe and defend anunpreaching, 
or ſe|ldome-preaching Miniſtry , but all their fig-leaves 


are too ſhort to cover their own ſhame , and the naked- - 


nefle of thoſe poore periſhing people whom ſuch men 
make naked, to their own deftruQion alſo. 

Torell us , that preaching indeed is neceſſary for the 
planting of a Church, bur not fo afterwards: is nothing 
buc to bewray their owne ſottiſh ignorance. Is not the 
word preached, the w{k and food whereby men are,and 


muſt be continually nouriſhed to grow up in the body of 


Chriſt, as well asthe Seed whereof they are firft begot- 
ten unto Chrift > And can men that are born, and living, 


live ately, oratall, without continuall ſupply of food 


convenient for them ? | 
What fearefull trifling is this in a bufineſſe of ſuch 
high Concernment | Good Jehoſhaphat , when his heart 
45 ORCE lift up in the wayes of the Lord , tooke other or- 
der: for, he fent not only ſome of the prime Levites 


and Prieſts, who taught in Iudah and had the Book of the 


Law of the Lord with them , and went about through all the 
Cities of Indah and taught the people, 2 Chron. x95.8,9. but 
with them, he ſent divers of his Princes aud chiefe Of fi- 
cers, Benhail, Obadiah , and ſundry others, to fee that 
this work ſhould be effeQtually done , werſ, 7. yea (as 
ourlate Tranſlation hath it ) "4 ſent to them to teach in rhe 
Cirres of Indah : that is, that they ſhould take as much 
care of the bufineſſe, by putting on the Prieſts and Le- 
vites, asif they themſelyes in perſon were bound to do 
all the worke, Aud hence it was, that God gave this 

| teſtimony 
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teſtimony of Jehoſhaphar, that he walked inthe firſt wayes 3; Yſe,” 
of his father David, verl. 3. that he had riches and honour Exhborta- 
in abundance , verl., 5. and that the fearc of the Lord fell tjon, © 
upon all the Kingdomes of the Land round about Indeh , ſo Meanes. 
that they made no warre againſt Iehoſhaphat , verl. 10. So 
that, be{ide the ſpirituall benefit, a Preaching Miniftry 
is one of the beſt advantages toſecure a State; it is{you 
ſee) not onlyan hedge, but wales and Bulwarksunto any 
Kingdome, - 2." 

And yet, as many of our blind guides and Idol Shep- 
heards care not toerect Preaching where there is none, 
ſodoe they all they can to cheat and defraud thofe of it 
who doe or would enjoy it, ſometimes by pulling it 
downe where itis ſet up, and( tofill up the meaſure of 
their wickednefle) glorying in it, when they have done; 
ſometimes by ftriking out the teeth of ic, thatif men 
will needes preach, yer it ſhall be to little purpoſe ; one- 
ly a frigid , toothleſfe, faplefle diſcourſe, never pier» 
cing deeper than the eare.. If rhe Preacher come home 
to convince the Conſcience of particulars thar need re. 
formation, (which yet was the old courſe, and ſhould be 
ſo ſtill) the Preacher is cither derided as worthy of no- 
thing but contempt, or elſe cenſured as indiſcreer, rafh, 
fatious, and feditious, 

Andleaft men ſhould ſurfeit of preaching , how be all 
Sermons, in the afternoones of the Lord's dayes, cryed 
downe, as the markes of Indaizing Puritaniſme , and as 
a burden intolerable tothe people ! 

Indeed, it is true, that when Authority firft command- 
edthe atternoones Sermon to be converted into Care- 
chiſing, there was not onely no hurt done , but a wiſe 
and needfull courſe preſcribed for the beft edifying of 
popular Auditories, But as ſome have handled the mat- 

| BE ter, 
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ter, it is now becomea great hindrance to edification. 
Ita Minifter would:caretully and ſolidly open the ſeve. 
rall headsof Catechiſme, confirmethem by Scripture, 
and bring them home by ſome ſhort and tamiliar app li- 
cation moſt ſutable to vulgar eares and Capacities ; I 
hold it ſimply the moſt profitable exerciſe ( at leaſt for 
one part of the day ) that can be ſet up for the increaſe 
of ſound knowl: dge and Piety : and pity it is that this is 
ſo much negleccd. Bot ih, ſay our new Maſters, is worſe 
than preaching. Therefore they enjoyneallto keep one- 
ly to the bare Queſtions and Anſwers of the Chila's 
Catechiſme, And itany preſume toadde any expofition 
orinſtruction, he is by ſome hurried trem poſt to pillar, 
ard cenſured asa pernitious Maletactor. 

Andas they have thus thruſt all preaching ( beir but 
Catecheticall ) out ofthe Churchin the atternoones of 
the Lords day, ſo have they ſhut divers able, godly, dif- 
creet Paſtors out of their owne Pulpits on the weeke 
dayes, even in Populous Townes, where the Miniſters 
were willing to beſtow theirpaines, ( and fo for many 
yeares with grear fruit and comtort to the whole Coun- 
try had done ) grats, for the refreſhing of many hungry 
Soules who 48; no preaching at home in their owne Pa. 
riſhes, and dare not ſtirre thence on the Lords day to 
ſecke itabroad. * | 

Nay, ſome of your Cathedrall Men are come to that 
pafle, that when any Sermon (ſuch as itis) is preached 
in the Cathedrall or Collegiate Church , no Sermon 
muft then be preached in the Pariſh Church or Church- 
es adjoyning, meerely touphold the pompe and State 
of the Greater Church, and for. feare of leſſening the 
Auditory, or diminiſhing the honour of the Preacher, 


( who many times deſerves little enough) where as not: 
a 


> —_ 


Of the Commons H ouſe of Parliament, 5» 


a fourth part ofthe Congregation (by this meanes de- 3, »//e, 


frauded of Preaching inthe Pariſh 


hurch ) can poſſibly Exhortas 


come within hearing, or ken of the Cathedrall Pulpit» ;4on. 


man. | 
Oh Beloved ! are theſe, wayes to ſet forth Chriſt to 


the people tortheir ſalvation, todiſplay God in all his 
glocious Attributesand PerfteQtions, and to bring them 
within view ofthe beauties aud Excellencies of God in 
his Covenant apd Communion with his people, ſo as 
to draw them to a, Covenant ! Nay hence , hence 
it comes to paſle that God is extremely diſhonoured, 
his Name blaſphemed, his day omits prophaned, 
and his people run headlong ( like beaſts to the Sham- 
bles ) by droves, to Popery, Avabaptiſme, Familiſme, 
Atheiſme, avd what not, that may. caſt, and lock them 
under the hatches of everlaſting damnation. . 
— ——— " Ous falla fanad, 
Temperet 4 lachrymy 2.—— 

I know that ſome of thoſe Step-tathers and hard- 
hearted Wretches, who be. indeed the chiefe ( if not 
the onely ) cauſe of all this, bluſh not ro attribute the 
daily falling off of multitude3 from our Church, to o- 
ver-much Preaching : but thisis as rationall, as was his 
mad opinion touching Saint Pau/,that much learning had 
made him mad. Theſeare crying Abominations, that 
will cty as loud againſt you, as now they doe againſt the 
Authors ofthem, if youretorme them nor. 

Wonder not at my length, and heate in this point; It 
154 matter of greateſt Conſequence, and of all other 
moſt proper fora Preacher to be zealous in. And give 
me leaveto tell you, that this muft beputin the head of 
the Catalogue of your weightieſt Conſultations at this 
time,if you defire ever to draw the people of this & the 

3 adjacent Do- 


"_ 


58 * The firſt Sermon, at the late Faft © 

- - * minfonsinto any Covenant and Communion with God, 
_.grto ſetle any thing forthe good of your ſelves and 
 countryes. 982 | 

King /ames indeed took commilſeration of the grofle 
jgnorance of multitudes in the North parts of this 
Kingdome, and fent ſome Preachersat his owne charge 
among them. A Pious anda Noble worke ! Bnt what 
through the unſetled wandrings, idlenefle, the ſaper- 
ficiall and unprofitable performanccs of ſome of theſe 
Preachers , and what through the ſupine negligence of 
ſome in Anthoritie who ſhould have-looked better to 
thoſe irinerary Minifters;moſt of rhat labour and charge 
was little berter than loft. For, ſome of you know, that 
m no parts of the Kingdome hath there been ſuch an 
increaſe of Papiſts, asin thoſe very Corners where that 
ſleight meanes was uſed to reducemen from Popery. 

I beſeech yourherefore by all che mercies of God, by 
all the Bowels of Chrift in ſhedding of his deereft bloud 
for thoſe precious Soutes, who-now, even by thouſands 
and millions miſerably periſh intheirignorance and fins, 
that you: would carefully reforme, or caft out all idle, 
unſound, unprofitable , and ſcandalons Minifters, and 
provide a ſound, godly, profitable and ſetled Preachin 
Miniftry in every Copgregation through the Land an 
 theannexed Dominions ; and, to take. no leſfe care for 

theirdiligent and conftant pertormance of their dutie 
both in lite and Doctrine, as alſo for their liberall main- 
tenance, (that may be ftill capable of improvement, as 
che times grow harder, and commodities deerer) that 
both themſelves who preach the Goſpel , and all theirs 
alſo, may cheerefully and comfortably live of the 
Goſpel. And let us oncc fee Zn built np , by your in- 


daftry, in perfec# bramtie, 
por Laftly, 
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ward. If you would makea Covenant, yourmiſt hbtbe 
unwilling, afraid, aſhamed to bt accounted fach Cove- 
2anters, but doit witha ſteddy; open, utidainited coun- 
renance and reſolution; You muſt twve the name of your 


God tobe his ſervants, Iſay 56. 6. You have ſeen how Aſa 


gave them reſt round about. 
Thus if you do, Gvd ſhale ft ip, Religion adyan- 
ced, your grievances removed, you ſhall heare no more 
ſuch complainings in onr'ftreers. "Att bteffings fhatt 
follow, not your ſelves alone, but the whole Kingdome, 
in our King and his Goyernment , in your Conſultati. 
ons and proceedings, inthe publique, ſetled, and glori- 
ous Peace, and | eng nan of both Church and State. 
The bleflings of the Earth, in the Citie, the field, your 
bodies, my , In all your goings out and comings 
in; The bleſſings of hegeeg int cage of Grace $9 
Innings and-growth 1n-grace.,” the hight of Gods 
—_ which is better than life , = after all, 
even the fulnefſe of both grace and glory in the full, 
cleare, . and eternall fruition of God himſelfe in the 
higheft heavens; 'ſhall all compaſſe , and Crowne you 
for ever. "a Rn Bs 
Provided alwayes, that when once this Covenant is 

made, you take care that it never be forgotten, but heeded, 
minded, and performed , that as you cloſe with God,ſo 
you may alwayes continue with him, Then ſhall fhis 


whole. 


Of the Commanic Aonſe of Pirlamant: of - 
Laſtly, When youſer upon this great bufiieſſe of a3, *Y/2. ** 
Coverant, ſee that you do it out of /ovr to God, and with Exh11t4- 
all your heart: elſe, it will come to nothing. If you tion. * : 
would to Zion, your fares rauſt be ſet, and ſetled 1BirBers Methbs:* 


When a Co. 
yenant 1s to 
be made,doir 
with all the 
heart ; and 
forget 1c not 


and all his Kingdomedid it; they bothentred into Co- when it is 
venant, and they ſwore zt , with all their heart, and ſought made, 
him with their whole deſire, and he was found of them, and » chr.15.15. 


. id." 4 ey” L » ? - 4 * i . . * 
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” to. Thofirſb Semin; attbelateBaſt Ac; 
' 3- Fe. whole nation and: the children which are yet unborne 
ſeand bleſle the Lord-forever for this Parliament, 


Errata.” 


 Pag. 30. lin. a8, read ar pag..45. lin. 2, r, ſet, errors: 
inthe pointing, correct, or pardon. = ay 
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